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HIGHER LEVEL Structure

Structure of the marking scheme 
Candidate responses are marked according to different scales, depending on the types of response 
anticipated. Scales labelled A divide candidate responses into two categories (correct and 
incorrect), scales labelled B divide responses into three categories (correct, partially correct, and 
incorrect), and so on. The scales and the marks that they generate are summarised in this table: 

Scale label A B C D 

No. of categories 2 3 4 5 

5-mark scale 0, 5 0, 2, 5 0, 2, 3, 5 0, 2, 3, 4, 5 

10-mark scale  0, 5, 10 0, 3, 7, 10 0, 3, 5, 8, 10 

15-mark scale   0, 5, 10, 15 0, 5, 9, 12, 15 

 
A general descriptor of each point on each scale is given below. More specific directions in 
relation to interpreting the scales in the context of each question are given in the scheme, where 
necessary. 

Marking scales – level descriptors 
 
A-scales (two categories) 

 incorrect response (no credit) 
 correct response (full credit) 

 
B-scales (three categories) 

 response of no substantial merit (no credit) 
 partially correct response (partial credit) 
 correct response (full credit) 

 
C-scales (four categories) 

 response of no substantial merit (no credit) 
 response with some merit (low partial credit) 
 almost correct response (high partial credit) 
 correct response (full credit) 

 
D-scales (five categories) 

 response of no substantial merit (no credit) 
 response with some merit (low partial credit) 
 response about half-right (mid partial credit) 
 almost correct response (high partial credit) 
 correct response (full credit) 

 
 
 



HIGHER LEVEL MATHEMATICS  |  Pre-Junior Cycle, 2025 PAGE 3 OF 20

HIGHER LEVELMarks Allocation

In certain cases, typically involving incorrect rounding, omission of units, a misreading that does 
not oversimplify the work, or an arithmetical error that does not oversimplify the work, a mark 
that is one mark below the full-credit mark may be awarded. This level of credit is referred to as 
Full Credit –1, and these types of errors are identified with an asterisk (*). Thus, for example, in 
Scale 10C, Full Credit –1 of 9 marks may be awarded. 
No marks may be awarded other than those on the appropriate scale, and Full Credit –1. 
 

 

Summary of mark allocations and scales to be applied 

Question 1 (20) Question 6 (10) Question 11 (10) 
(a)  5A  10C (a), (b) 5D 
(b) 5B   (c) 5C 
(c) 5C      
(d)                  5C     
      
      
      
Question 2 (30) Question 7 (30) Question 12 (10) 
(a) 5B (a)(i)(ii)  10D (a), (b) 10D 
(b)  5C (b) (i)(ii) 10D   
(c) 
(d) 
(e) 
(f) 

5B 
5B 
5C 
5C 

(b)(iii) 
(b)(iv)           

5B 
5B 

  
 

Question 3 (15) Question 8 (15) Question 13 (20) 
  (a) 5C (a)(i) 5B 
(a)   5B (b) (c) 10D (a)(ii) 5C 
(b)              10D   (a)(iii)(iv) 10D 
      
      
Question 4 (20) Question 9 (20) Question 14 (15) 
(a)  5C (a) 5B (a) 5C 
(b) 5D (b) 5B (b) 10C 
(c) 5D (c) 10D   
(d)               5D   
Question 5 (30) Question 10 (25)  
(a)  5D (a) (b) 5C   
(b)(i) 5B (c)  5D   
(b)(ii) 
(b)(iii) 
(b)(iv) 
(b)(v)         

5B                            
5B 
5B 
5A 

(d)(i)(ii)         
       

15D 
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HIGHER LEVEL

(e) 5(1 ) 69 606 995(1 0 02)
                     = 76 851 746 95
                     = 76 851 747

tF P i
 

 
Year 1 69 606 995 102% 70 999 134 9
Year 2 70 999 134 9  102% 72 419 117 6
Year 3 72 419 117 6  102% 73 867 499 9
Year 4 73 867 499 9  102%  75 344 849 9
Year 5 75 344 849 9  102%  76 851 746 9
=76  851 747

 

Scale 5C (0, 2, 3, 5)  
Low Partial Credit  

 ,  and  identified. 
 Some correct substitution 

into formula.  
 Amount calculated for the 

first year.  
 

High Partial Credit  
 Formula fully substituted 

correctly. 
 Compound interest found 

for first 4 years correctly. 
 

Full Credit -1 
Deduct a mark if answer not 
rounded correctly.  

(f) 2(1 ) 69 606 995(1 0 02)
                     = 72 419 117 6
                     = 72 419 118

72 419 118 - 69 606 995 = 2 812 123

tF P i

 

 
 

Year 1 69 606 995 102% 70 999 134 9
Year 2 70 999 134 9  102% 72 419 117 6

 

 
72 419 118 - 69 606 995 = 2 812 123  

Scale 5C (0, 2, 3, 5)  
Low Partial Credit  

 ,  and  identified. 
 Some correct substitution 

into formula.  
 Amount calculated for the 

first year.  
 

High Partial Credit  
 Formula fully substituted 

correctly. 
 Compound interest found 

for first 2 years correctly 
and stops. 

 
Full Credit -1 
Deduct a mark if answer not 
rounded correctly. 
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HIGHER LEVEL

(c) 

 

Speed
60 /

60 000m/ 60 mins
= 60 000m/3600 seconds

50= /
3

km hr

m s

     

Distance  480 Time = 28 8 seconds   50Speed
3

 

Scale 5D (0, 2, 3, 4, 5)  
Low Partial Credit 

 Some use of the correct 
formula. 

 An attempt to convert the 
given speed into minutes 
or seconds or km into m. 

Middle Partial Credit  
 Gets 60 000m or 3 600 

seconds. 
High Partial Credit  
 Finds correct speed in m/s 

in fraction or decimal 
form. 

Full Credit -1 
Deduct a mark if answer not 
rounded correctly 

 

(d) Speed = 150m/min = 9000m/60 min = 9 km/hr 
Distance 21.1Time = 2 34 hrs
Speed 9

 

OR 
 21100/150 = 140.6 mins 
 
 
She did not meet her goal of completing the race in less than 2 
hours. 
 

Scale 5D (0, 2, 3, 4, 5) 
 
Low Partial Credit 

 Some use of the correct 
formula. 

 An attempt to convert the 
given speed into hours or 
km. 

Middle Partial Credit  
 Gets 9000m or 9km. 

High Partial C9redit  
 Finds correct time but 

fails to comment on 
meeting the goal. 
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HIGHER LEVEL

3 7 2 1,
2 2

3      = 2,
2

(4,7)(0, 4)
4 0 7 4 3, = 2,

2 2 2

 

Partial Credit 
 Some correct substitution 

into the correct formula 
 
 
 
 

(iv) One of the following statements are expected. 
The opposite sides are equal in length.  
The opposite sides are parallel 
The diagonals bisect each other or equivalent. 
 

Scale 5B (0, 2, 5) 
 
Accept student’s wording. 
Partial Credit 

 Some incomplete 
statement e.g. mentions 
opposite sides but no more. 

 

 

  


















