


Introduction

Japanese particles can be a frustration point for a lot of
Japanese learners. But, they are everywhere. They are
like the glue that holds together Japanese sentences.
Not only that, but one particle can be used in several 2
different ways.

This book is meant to serve as both a reference book
and learning book. If you are studying something and
don’t understand a particle, you might learn about it
here. Or, if you learned about a particle in some other
textbook, you should read about it here too. It will make
you understand the particle a little bit better. Then when
you go back to class you’ll impress your teacher and
your classmates and everyone will love you, or think
you’re a sesame grinder.

That being said, this isn't a textbook! Sure, you could
read through it, and it'll probably be helpful, but it's
mainly to be used as a supplement to your current
studies or as a reference when you don’t understand
something fully.

Each section of the book goes something like this:

1. Introduce the particle.

2. Introduce what the particle does (if it does multiple
things).

3. Explain the particle.

4. Show you example sentences. Lots and lots of
example sentences. Sometimes there will even be an
explanation between them!

5. Tell you some things about the particle you ought to
know.

6. Probably more example sentences.

The idea is that you should get a working knowledge of
the particle and how it works. Then after.that, you get

to see it in context. Use the example sentences as your
guide.
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{ (&}

Probably the first particle you ever learn, or close to it.
This is pronounced like “wa” when used as a particle, not
“ha”. This confuses people early on, but it pops up so
much that you get used to it very quickly. A really long
time ago people used to pronounce it as “ha”, but don't
do that now. Those people are all dead and you’ll sound
weird.

As a particle, there are two ways in which (& can be
used.

a. Marking a topic

What does this mean? This is a fancy grammar way to
say that (& shows in a sentence what it is we'’re talking
about. This could be a person, a thing, or anything else.
We're relaying information about something. Another
way we'll describe it a lot is that it shows the “context”
of the sentence.

This might be confusing right now (it will either become
more confusing or make more sense when you get to

the very similar particle 7'), but let’s look at some simple
examples.

1. SARBLTT,
. Today is hot.

(X&£DEFHBDNTY, )

2. BNEOYFETT,
. That over there is a rabbit.

L3 AR EFERLVTE., (R—IOEBVLLTT, )

The bacon is tasty.

The above English translations don’t actually do the
particle (& very much justice, but that's how most people
would translate it. If we do a very direct and literal
translation, they would become:

1. As for today, it is hot.
2. As for that over there, it is a rabbit.
3. As for the bacon, it is tasty.

Remember how “(& marks in a sentence what it is we're
talking about?” The part that it is marking is the part it
comes after. In the case of these first three example
sentences, we're talking about “today.” We're talking



about “that thing over there.” We're talking about the
“bacon.” That's the context of the sentence. Everything
else has to do with that context in some way.

Let’s take a look at an example sentence to try this
question out.

.................................................................................

| 6a. FMFIFBAEBAZ, (DOELEFTULEREAT, )

Some more example sentences: ; .
P . I ate the sushi.

4 FEREELLTY. (PEeSEEOLNTT, )
. Baseball is fun / As for baseball, it is fun.

. 6b. INERRRNZ, (DIEULATUERATR, )
. I ate the sushi.

(1) Yes, the sentence still makes sense without the

5. HREFEBRTT., (WOL&LEFPATHTY, )
She is a nurse / As for her, is a nurse.

(& itself isn’t too hard, I think. It's manageable, at least.

Only when the particle /' gets introduced does (& get
really confusing. In many cases, they seem

interchangeable, though they’re kind of not, sometimes.

We'll dive more deeply into this relationship in the Ht
section, but for now I'll just ask you a simple question.
You should ask this question every time you’re not sure
which particle ((& or A') to use.

Q. If you remove the topic (the “__ (X" part), will the
sentence still make sense?

ll_(III!

Let’s say the sentence still makes sense, even without
the “FA(E” portion. You now just have “HalZBNZ"
This on its own would be “ate sushi.” But in context, it
could make sense. For example, what if someone asks
“what did you eat?” Now we know that the topic is me,
because they're asking me what I ate. I can just say &
aZBN\Jz. Or, I can say fhl[dEFEZENJz. In both cases,
based on the context, they make sense. So, the correct
particle to use here is (4.

(2) No, this sentence doesn’t make sense without
the “ (X" part.



Let’s look at another example. What if someone is asking
“Who is the person who ate the sushi?” Now you need
the topic (the #AlZ). Because, we're identifying the the
person who ate the sushi. We already know the sushi
was eaten. In this case, without the #Al& the sentence
won’t make sense. If that happens, well, it's probably
better to use the particle /' instead of (&. You'll learn
more why this is the case in the H' chapter, but please
do keep these two questions in mind as they will help.

One more way to tell the two apart. (& places
importance and emphasis on what comes after it. A
places that emphasis and importance on what comes
before it. In the above example, we needed to know
who the person was that ate the sushi. In that situation,
your reply would probably be FAh'& &)= E//=. Emphasis
on the part before the particle. That is the important
part of this sentence, after all.

It's not a fail-safe way of thinking about these two
particles, but it does help quite a bit in most situations.
Just ask, what part of this sentence is necessary? What
isn’t necessary, based on the context? From there, you
can figure out whether you should use (& or ' in most
situations.

But, we should be focusing on (& for now. With all that
in mind, let’s look at some more example sentences.

7. MATHEECTT.
The airport is here / as for the airport, it is here.

(V350 &350EFCCTT. )

8. TNEEBTY.
. This is tofu / as for this, it is tofu

(:n(;t 5/3\??0 )

The important part of these sentences is what comes
after the particle (&. The fact that the airport is here is
what'’s important. The fact that this is tofu is important.
It's like asking “what is this?” and then someone telling
the other person that this is tofu. Oh, so that’s what this

9. IR TS
. He is a nuisance. / As for him, is a nuisance.

(NECr»ETY, )

Here’s another example. Maybe you have someone in
front of you, and someone asks you to describe that
person. So, you say “oh, he is FBE.” We already know
about him, so the important part (where the emphasis
is), goes to the JB&. You don't even need the # (& part,
necessarily (passes the “is it necessary” check). If



someone asked you “is that person over there a
nuisance?” you could simply respond with SA,. FBETT
(yeah, [he is] a nuisance).

Alright, after writing all that about the particle (&, here’s
an appropriate example sentence to leave you with.

110, AFOFUITT, (DELEOZIITT, )
. I'm exhausted. / As for me, am exhausted.

Go through all the steps of thinking about the particle (&
and apply it to this sentence. Do the “is it necessary”
check. Also think about where the emphasis goes. If
you’re having trouble, be sure to read the chapter about
M as well. It’s basically the other half of this picture and
will either make you feel more sad about particles or
provide you with some insight into the inner workings of
the universe.

b. Contrasting elements

This particular use of (& is a little more complicated. It
usually involves the use of several different particles. So,
it might be a good idea to come back to this one after
you've read up on everything else.

Did you do it? Okay, let's contrast.
Using (& for contrasting elements is a lot like doing
algebra. Don't worry, I'm really bad at math so I'll keep

it simple.

[XIFAT*[Z(FA]

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. HESEEENBO DD THE.
LB DD TR, )
Misaki is tall, but Noriko is short.

(HFESEFEH T,

X=dh=&
A = BHEL
* =
Z=mhC
A =&\

[ (HEE) FEEFEWV) IR [(DDI) F (OLK<W) ]

MATH!



.................................................................................

2. VBIHFERN, RTEESLVE,  (LBEFTEEN. 1
L TEESVE, )
I like dogs, but I don’t like cats.

When you put emphasis on the #A(3 part of that
sentence, you are contrasting with an assumed element.
Maybe you know it via context, maybe you're just
guessing. For example, FAlXF4T3 might be translated
to mean “I'm not sure about other people, but I am a

If you look at it, this isn't all that different from the student.” That “I’m not sure about other people” part? It
particle (& when it is “marking a topic”. You're just was made up based on some context you didn’t know
marking two topics, saying something about those about.

topics, and then contrasting them.
That little emphasis suddenly turned a simple sentence

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L3 R(LBEETE=BZIN. BREETE. (BBEDSATA into a contrasting one, though you need to know the
T=3N. [FEEDSATATEREL, ) context in order to figure out what we're trying to
(My) father can drive, but (my) mother can't. contrast.

“This is a really good particle ebook---” (but maybe
others aren’t as good? That's what the emphasis
suggests.)

Sadly, it’s not this simple all the time. Using (& to
contrast elements can happen with much shorter
sentences (which ironically makes things more
complicated).

4. FRFETT. (DEULEP<KEVTY)
. Tam a student.

What’s up with this bolding? That’s how I'm telling you
that emphasis has been put on that part of the
sentence. It's hard to get this context in writing, but in
speech you can hear it.



{ E\{ } 1 O—E—PEBBFEVTT. (OA—E—HOHENTT, )

. (I) want to drink coffee.

2. BUDOHEVTT. (BLOHDONTT. )
. (My) butt is itchy.

If there’s anything worse than the particle (&, it's when
you have to decide whether or not you should be using
(& or M. It’s probably the single most confusing particle
conundrum you’ll ever have to figure out. I'd definitely

recommend reading about (& before reading about 7', 3. EERFHBEEELE. (UESRFAVDSEELE, )

The automatic door opened. ;
We'll try to demystify some of this (/7' confusion right

here and now, though. Put on your science jacket,
friend. We're going to break these particles apart in the
Large Hadron Collider that is your brain. Ha! Science
jokes!

The subject is the part before the #'. What happens to
the subject, or what the subject is, is the part after the
.

1. The coffee is the subject. What about the subject?
Oh, (I) want to drink it.

2. (My) butt is the subject. What about it? It's itchy.

3. The automatic door is the subject. What about it? It
opened.

a. Indicating the subject.

You'll remember that (& marks a topic. Well, 1t
“indicates a subject.”

Ugh, grammar terms. What do they even mean?? . . . .
gh. g Y That’s simple enough, but you'll notice that it’s kind of

similar to (& in a lot of ways. There are two ways that (&
could mess with these sentences.

Are you lost? Great, now the linguists have won. We'll
still retaliate, but let’s start simple.



First, (& could get in there and provide context (but only
if necessary). For example sentence 1, it could just as
easily be:

| PATARI—E—DRHTNTT,
As for Tom, (he) wants to drink coffee.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

HEO-—E—NERHzVTT, (DOieliFO—-—e—NRoHz
L WTY. )
I want to drink coffee / As for me, want to drink coffee.

You have to specify. From this perspective, you can see
that (& indicates what we’re talking about. The topic, or
the “context.” A on the other hand just indicates a
subject, then tells us something about it / tells us what'’s

So when would you include the (& and when would you happening to or with it.

omit it? That depends on context. Or how you feel that

day. Most likely, the listener can figure out that it's you Now, you'll remember that there was another way that
(the topic) who wants the coffee, so you don’t need to (& can rear its ugly head in these examples. You may
include it. Say you're standing in front of the barista remember how (& also contrasts elements? Maybe you
slack jawed, drool going down your face and you're didn’t read that because I told you to come back to it
about to make your order. You don't need to say #h(& later. If so, don’t worry about this section and skim
because the context (the topic) is already established. ahead a little bit.

You're there in line, you order coffee at a coffee place.
It's obvious. You can just say 1—E—hBRAHTZL\ T,
Jump straight to the subject, which is coffee, and what
you want to do with it, which is drink it. It's already
known that you are the topic who wants to drink coffee.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. EXDUDTERXEZTE U, (ENXTUDIFRANETETEL
1. )
: The sunflower bloomed.

But, let’s think of another situation where you would What if we change the 7' to (£?
want to provide some context to the subject of coffee

and drinking it. Maybe you know that Tom, in particular,

wants to drink coffee. Then you might say:

10



5. EXDUDTERKREELE. (EXDUDEREEEFHL
Tz )

The sunflower bloomed, but as for the (other flowers)
I'm not sure.

It is comparing the act of the sunflowers blooming with
the act of other flowers blooming. We are contrasting
with something else.

You'll also want to remember how with (&, it's the part
that comes after the particle that has the emphasis /
importance. The important part of the sentence is that
the sunflower bloomed. Not the fact that it's a sunflower
that’s blooming.

But, with example humber 4 we have a different feeling.
The part before the /' is what’s important. It's the fact
that it's a sunflower that bloomed. What bloomed? Oh, it
was the sunflower that bloomed.

We should take a closer look at this “interchangeability”
of (& and A though. Actually, they're not really
interchangeable, though it feels like it. Let’s figure out
the difference.

11

My favorite way to explain it involves aliens making a
clone of your good friend. Let’s name him Tom. One Tom
says “I am Tom!” The other says “No, I am Tom!” But,
which particle do you use to say this in Japanese, (& or
A? (Think about it for a moment)

NI RALTT,
Iam Tom.

LTI,
Iam Tom.

The same translation? BLRALRHGG!

(/o) ) z1—L

Don’t be mad. Put that table back.

——J(° -°))

I'll explain the difference.

I BATT,

Emphasis is placed on what comes after the (&. That's

the important part. We know that we’re talking about I
(#,). But, who am I? I am Tom.



---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. BECOWEARETT., (MNETOBFHVDLST
P, )
: He needs this map / As for him, he needs this map.

I BALTY,

Emphasis is placed on what comes before the 7', That's
the important part. The fact that you are the one who is

Tom. Someone is asking “which one of you is Tom?”
The topic is “him.” We're talking about “him.” What are

Ah, I am the Tom (and none of these other people are we saying about him? That the map is necessary (in
the Tom, I am the Tom you're looking for). relation to him). So, we end up with “he needs this
map.”

So back to aliens and clones. You have your gun out,

and you have to shoot one of them, because one of 7. U TR NELRE. (DU TIREETNELE. )
them is definitely not Tom. You ask “Hey, which one of The clip came off.

you is Tom?”

The subject is the clip. What happens to it? It 4t E L
1z, or it came off. Maybe someone asked “What
happened to the clip?” Context was already known that
something happened to the clip, though we don’t know
what.

How should Tom respond? (you have to figure this out
on your own, think about it!)

Or, what if you ask “Who are you?” Then how would one

of the Toms respond? You should be able to figure it out

from the info in the previous paragraphs.
8. HATNEBLEZD? (BNATHENNED?)

Now that you understand the basic difference, we can Who wrote this? :

look at more example sentences.

One interesting factoid: You can never follow a word like
HE(TZN), ARID), or £ with (&. Why? Because these
WH-words are not concrete. They can be a subject, but

12



not the topic. So you wouldn’t ever say (N z=E L\
@. It would be like saying “as for who, wrote this?”
Doesn’t make much sense.

................................................................................

9. JLRAFANBNENTY., (TLRF4HMNENT
T )

(I) want to buy a Playstation 4.

(hBhEAl. (T

L 10. hBDTAG BAENFDHER Ae
 BACHEDHERA. )

Kaori can’t read Japanese / As for Kaori, (she) can’t read

. Japanese.

(& and 7 are fairly confusing. Sometimes it’s confusing
for native speakers too. But, each time you see a (L or a
M and you’re confused, make sure to think through
these things:

1. What is the topic / context? Does it need to be
expressed? If so, why?

2. What is the subject? What is happening with the
subject or how is it being described?

3. The part that comes before the A'. It is “important”
or “emphasized.” Why is it important in this sentence

13

based on the known context? Why does it need to be
here?

4. The part that comes after the (&. It is “important” or
“emphasized.” Why is it important in this sentence
based on the known context?

5. Could the (& be contrasting something else that I
don’t know about? What is the context from before?

6. Should I just move on? I'm way too confused and I'll
never figure this out. Maybe my time is better spent
coming back to this later.

Whether you’re making your own sentences, or reading
Japanese sentences that already exist, if you go through
these questions ~100 times, by the end it will all be
automatic. Most people try to skim over asking questions
like these, and it really hurts them in the long run.
Spend the time now to figure it out and you’ll thank
yourself later.

Side Note:
I bet that some of you who have been around the
Japanese language block a few times are asking “where

is M to mean ‘butt’ ‘but’?”

Actually, that’s not a particle! Though it does seem like it
should be one. It’s, like, a grammar thing or a word or a



mystery or something (actually, it's a “disjunctive
coordinate conjunction that combines two sentences”,
but nobody knows what that means. We'll just call it an
ancient Jomon secret, lost forever).

And, this book focuses only on particles. Sorry pal!

14



But, it doesn’t have to be things that people have.
{ @ } Inanimate objects can have things too, though maybe
not in the way you’re thinking.

3. ADTE (ZD(@73)
. A tree’s flowers / Flower of the tree(s)

Many of you will know part (@) of this particle, which has
to do with possession. The second use of the particle d
isn’t something you learn for a while, but it's quite
simple and easy to understand.

4. FEEOKE (RVTORARLY
a. Possession An English teacher / A teacher of English

This shows who/what owns who/what. Some very

i In th xamples, we see that a tree can have flowers.
simple examples: ese examples,

Even the concept of “English” can have a teacher,

FTRmmssssssssssssssssssisooioioooioooooooeoooooooooeoooeeooeeeeeeeeeeo making it “A teacher of English”. English doesn't own the
L 1 ADR (DIZLDLR) . teacher or anything, but the teacher is of English,
. My dog / Dog of 1 : making them an English teacher.

Whatever is before the @ is the thing/person that You can even extend this by adding more @s.

possesses the thing that's after it.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

| 5. WEBOXEDER (ZVTDOBATLDIFA)

2. RAZTADE—IL . The book of the teacher of English — “The English
' Tom'’s beer . teacher’s book”
Tom owns / possesses the beer! Lucky Tom. If we break this apart, it gets easier to understand:

[SREBDEE] OF

15



The first part, REBEDFE is a “teacher of English.” What
does the “teacher of English” possess? A book. That
makes this “The teacher of English’s book” or “An English
teacher’s book.”

Alright, now I think we can look at some longer, more
complicated sentences. The above examples were really
just parts of sentences to help get your feet wet.

................................................................................

L 6. LD FICEETLET &L
k. )
It's lying under the table.

(DL ZDOLEICEETVWET

................................................................................

L 7. COEWRISIBHNSDILEY MRATT . (TORDTDOIE
DB DTLEY MRATT, )

This ring is a present from my boyfriend.

This sentence is a little tricky, but we can break it up into
the [ part] and everything else.

CDEHWE + [BHh5DT LT M IRATTY,
The [EMNSDTLTE> K] portion can be translated to

“the present from (my) boyfriend”. The topic is “this
ring”. So you're saying that “this ring is [a present from

16

my boyfriend].” Usually phrases that use @ can be
broken up in this way, where the @ portion is its own
section and you can apply other grammar rules to the
whole thing.

.................................................................................

L 8. T, ARNEBVWZEBADFR T,
YW ZEADTHH T, )
. This is a letter from my grandfather to my grandmother.

(CNniE. &5

Let’s break this one up:
CNUE = this is

[ARMNEWEBBADFHTI ] = the letter written by
my grandfather to my grandmother.

(let’s break this part of the sentence up even more)

BRMNEWZAEE/ = Written by (my) grandfather to my
grandmother

DFHE T = the letter of

This is the letter of the thing that was written by the
grandfather to the grandmother.



.................................................................................

11 FNRAOTLeB0ERA. (BUIDELOL L |
 DEEA ) '
That is not my writing. / That is not the writing of me.

That sentence had a lot of parts to it, but even
something like this can be broken down into littler parts.
If this went over your head don’t worry about it too
much. Try doing this with shorter sentences, and your
ability to break phrases up like this will get stronger and

stronger with experience. 12, FETORBEERLTVET, (5952 TOLTER |
_________________________________________________________________________________  ESALTVETS ) :
9. A&, FIZOXMTYT, (OIEUIE. RIYDOEB=T I am looking for a job in China. / I am looking for a job
T3, ) of “in China”.

' I am Ootake of Toyota.

As you can see, it's possible to add @ after other

This is an interesting one. People can be of a company, particles (like 'C, though it's not limited to C). The

or a group. In this example, Ootake is an employee of translation becomes “of in China” instead of “of China.”
Toyota, so he can say that he is “Ootake of Toyota” or

“Toyota’s Ootake.” Since Japanese people tend to like to b. A sentence-ender that shows assumed common
be part of a group, and/or like associating themselves interest or gives an “explanatory” feeling

with groups, this is something you'll see a lot.
This use of the particle @ is a little more specific. If

you're a beginner of Japanese, you can probably not
worry too much about this right now. Just knowing it

10, TNEEROBRTY. (BNEH S TOIDVVAT

I ), . . ) 5 exists is pretty good. You have other grammar fish to
+ That is school equipment. / That is the equipment of the fry
. school : '

This @ is a sentence-ender (meaning it goes on the end
of a sentence, like the particles 13 or K) that has a
couple of purposes:

17



Perhaps someone is asking a question about why they

- When used in a statement, it can be because you are are crying. This is your explanation as to why you're
explaining something. “Why are you eating?” “Because crying. But how would they do that? How would they
I'm hungry.” request an explanation??

- On the other hand, when used as a question, you're
asking for explanation. “Why are you eating?” (can I Requesting Explanation dD:

get an explanation on this?)

- When used in a statement, it can also be because you
think the other person has an assumed common
interest in what you're saying. “Was it big?” “Yeah, it
was bigggg.”

2. £50LTHVTED? (ESLTRVTED?)
. Why are you crying?

Ah, there it is. Using @ to request an explanation. If you

One important thing to keep in mind though is that this add sentence 1 to the end of this, it all makes sense.
use of the particle @ tends to be reserved for women

and children. While a man using the sentence ending [ES0LTUNTDD? |

particle @ in this way won’t be grammatically incorrect, [ERAELD !

it does sound a little weird or out of place.
Assumed Common Interest:

Let’s break this up into the three parts:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. RAZTARERBICOEVD, (RAZTAREAEDICDE

Explanation ®: LD, )
_________________________________________________________________________________ Tom is really terrible, you know?
CLBABLD L (OEHNELD 1)
. My knee hurts! It’s like you're getting someone involved with what
you're saying, or you're pushing your viewpoints on

18



them. They have to agree, or you assume they’re going
to agree. At least, that’s the feeling.

6. BFBELED? (FEHDVED?)
. Did you brush your teeth?

We've gone through all three ways the sentence ending
particle @ can be used. Some of you may have realized

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

that there’s another bit of grammar that does the same L7 HEIEES LD ? (E3BZAEESLED?)

thing, that being M7Z. In fact, it's exactly the same, What happened to kindergarten? / Why aren’t you at
though some things like formality and gendered kindergarten? .
language change a bit. The sentence ender particle M
originally came from MD7JZ. The 7= was dropped, probably
to make it easier to say. Unfortunately, M7z isn't a 8. SV I—ERUTEEBESRD? (v I—%2HUTE
particle anymore, though, so it won't be covered in this =B ESRRD?)

particular book. Why don’t you take a shower?

;' T4r)

In the end, at least with @ as a sentence ender particle,
most (though not all) of the use will come from
guestions. People requesting explanation. That's where
the rest of our examples will lie.

4 EBNEZD? (BBNED?)
. Did (he/she) break up with you?

.................................................................................

5. FI—DWIFBD? (FE—HOIFBD?)
Can you play the guitar?



{ T } Where is a book being read? At the library!
I\
3. CNEBATHTS>TVET. (CNRHCEATEPST |

CWET, )
+ This is popular in Japan.

The particle € can be confusing for some learners. I
think it's because there are a lot of ways to use T. But,
the first two explanations for T are going to be the two

most important ones to focus on. If you're a beginner, it Where is “this” getting popular? In Japan!
might be best to just do that. If not, learning those other
two and/or making them more solid in your mind will You get the picture.

improve your Japanese.
As you can see, the basic patterns are:

a. Indicating location

“[Location™C] + [something about that location or

The most common way to use the particle T is to show something that happened at that location]”

where something is happening. A location!
or

1. AETF-RELE. (Z5XATFZREURE. )
. I played tennis at the park.

“[Something is] + [locationC] + [the thing that is
happening].

4. RERTHEOTVET, (5BRVITEOTNET, )
e Dad is waiting at home. :
2 EBETAEFAR. (EUSDATEAREAIZ, ) § o oo oo
. I read a book at a library. :

20



5. CTTESRD? (ETTH2RD?)
. Where did you buy it?

We're using the hammer ({886 T = by way of the
hammer) to do an action. In this case it’s hitting the nail
with it.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2.y THBELCVWEY, (O TLIERLT
CWET, )
(I'm) working with my computer.

Note: Although this particle indicates the location, it
does not indicate the location where something /
someone exists. So you can't say oA (IEETLD (you
would want to use (C instead). Though, there are some
exceptions to this. If you're using &% (not L\3), and it's
being used to show the location of an event, then you
can use it. Events are things like 8k&%&s or /\—7+ —s.
For example, #uE(F/\—TERAF=MD 1z (we had the
drinking party at the bar).

Another way to say it is: “by way of computer” (/XY >
T), “I am working” ({t&& U TWET, ).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3 BETHRRELET. (DAESTHHTSUELE
9. )
(I) clean (my) ears with cotton swabs.

b. Using Xtodo Y

C isn't just for locations, though. You can use it to show

how something is used to do something else. It's almost
like saying “by way of X, I do Y” though we’ll come up
with nicer sounding translations for the English in the
examples.

................................................................................

1. BRETEEFTBIRE0,
UV )
Drive the nail in with a hammer.

(MR DETLEZSERS
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aka “by way of cotton swabs” (###%7T), “I do ear
cleaning.”

Are you getting the picture? Try to change the rest of
the sentences to “by way of " translations.

4. ETIEFET.
. (I) will go by car.

(KBFETWNEFETY)



.................................................................................

5. COBRIETHRLTOEIN? (EDETLINLLTN
AEESULTOVEIN?)
Which textbook are you studying from?

or “by way of the snow”, and you wouldn’t say “by way
of the snow I was late for school.” You can see the
similarity between this C particle usage and “b"” though,
right? More examples:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. IS/ TRT—FEREFT, (I5A/CTRT— | 2 HpETSARELTEMNE, (H5TSARLDONA
 FEPEFET, )  TLE <KL, )

. (I) fry steak using a frying pan. . Because Michiko was dumped she doesn’t have an
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" | appetite.

c. “Because of”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. MBECEIKHEICRERA. (FOBATELEZXEE
L Ao )
. Because of the noise I can't hear you well.

This is really similar to “b”, I think. But, it's considered its
own thing so we’ll separate it.

Instead of being “by way of ___ ", "C can be used to say
“because of ___." It's showing a causal relationship (not
a casual relationship, that’s something different. Causal

4, A KB TEIERA. (CU—=EFZLESTD

: :  hRERA )
means that something causes something else). Because the copy machine is out of order I/we can’t use
SN s ;
1. ETERIOEZI Uz, (WETH>TS(CET< Uz, )
. Because of the snow, I was late for school.
e LSS ASTTEMNE U, (BSATTTIAINEL
DTz )

In this case, & means “because of the snow” and not
“by way of the snow.” You’'ll have to figure out when to

use which by context, though usually it’s pretty obvious.
You aren’t usually going to get to school “via the snow”

Because of karaoke my voice got hoarse.
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.................................................................................

6. BRICEENIEFEDHLURL. (TCLWADTTALPREE
P DFURE )
Because of the typhoon the train was stopped.

The =B§fE T shows how long until something stops.
The thing that is stopping is you being able to finish
“it,” whatever “it" is.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L 3. COMBIE—EETRDDET, (ZTOZWLHEVEUN
L ATEDHDET, )
This movie will end in one hour.

d. The time when something stops or the time an
activity has taken.

The last T particle sounds complicated but it’s actually

quite simple. It's also used in very finite ways, so it C DBRE (T is the topic or the context. The important part
won't take too many examples to get across. for this particle is the —F5fT, which means “in one

hour” and the verb that follows, which is &1 D £ (to
end). So, in one hour [topic] will end.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1 BBRTATRICRDET. (BLETEK USSR
 DET.) e
- Tomorrow I will turn 60. A BESHTSEEEUMDELR, (OIHEICEVTT
AP = < -« = v D = { U7 > = O ralD)

My daughter started talking at the age of two.

In this example, we are seeing the time it takes for me
to become 60 years old and when you stop not being 60
years old. This example shows how T can be used to show the
time an activity has taken. In this case, it took until the
daughter was 2 years old to be able to speak.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. ZRTTERLRVET, (SAUNATTEDEDE
CLETD, )
I think I will finish it in 3 hours.
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..................................................................................................................................................................

5. COettE. EETRRINSHEETT. (COMVNLY | 2. ZOLYAE =£4BT—BAFHATY. (TOLvX

(E. BLVRATEDSDDNSZRATY, ) LS SANFDOTVBFAESEBAZIATYT. )
Next year will be the 5th anniversary of the founding of This lesson is 18000 yen for three months. .
' this company.
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" You have the first amount (=4 H) and the cost for

LT (the time an activity has taken) + BIXZW\SHET that amount (—//\FH).

9 (from the founding, five years). A little bit of 5 and

'C action all in one sentence. 3. COE(EF. 1UYNLTL0FOFENET. (DB

CEE WBUY MLTU >FORULOET. )
e. A quantity for a quantity ' This car runs 10km per 1L.

What I mean by this, is that for one amount (let’s say 1

hour) it requires another amount (let’s say $50). For one With the first amount (1 liter) you can drive it for
hour, it will be fifty dollars. A quantity for a quantity. You another amount (10 kilometers).

separate the quantities using C.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. COETE. 10MTHMAEZDERET, (ZOL(C

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. +FOT—BACROET, (Co>FOTWEFAZ | | O UOSRATHDAZHDONZET. )
CAICERDET, ) .+ In this country, you can buy three oranges for 10 yen.

| It will be 10,000 yen per 10kg.
With the first amount (10 yen) you can buy the

You have 10kg + T + how much it will cost (in this case second amount (3 mikan).

it's 10,000 yen).
Are you starting to get the picture? Try to figure out

what quantity you get for the other quantity in the rest
of the example sentences.
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.................................................................................

L 5. ZDDAT(E MDT398MTY. (TDOATIE. Lo
P DTSEAURLKEW S U DEERATT, )
This apple is four for 398 yen.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. COEMIE. —AT498MTY. (TOLLDWDIEFE. LD
FATRADPLEDSUDSIEI>EIATY, )
+ This soy sauce is 498 yen per a bottle.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7. COIATDERB, —ATEAFTRENET. (COY
L ATDLBERS. WERWTTICAEFTONET, )
+ Up to 5 people can ride in this type of car.

8. CONTILOBHEG. —ATEFHTY. (CORTIL
DL <FKDE AEDTITBARATY. )

. The accommodation of this hotel is 5,000 yen for two
people.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9. Cot@ERE. —WTEFATT. (COULEHALES
E WBDTRRBAZXATY. )
This turkey is 7,000 yen per one turkey.



{ t } 1. RERFPHAEL. (WBEETDEFBMNDB0N, )
Dogs and monkeys are not good friends. 1

There’s a surprising number of different ways to use the

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

& particle. I'd list them out, but I don’t know how. I 2. INETNECNIEFRDTY, (ThnETnETNIEED

guess I'll have to learn right now. Ohhh snap! *high L ELDOTY. )

fives* This and this and this are mine.

a. An exhaustive list
' 3. DRCEFGZOEBECEDFTT., (HRRAfzEDOZUEE

By exhaustive, I don’t mean exhausting, as in “wow, ZOTALPICDDFET, )

learning particles is exhausting,” although that is true. . You and I are riding/taking this train.

An “exhaustive” list means that everything is listed.
There’s nothing else on the list, to the speaker’s

know|edge_ 4, QCR(MWED\D,%L\‘C@I (-5-5&@(:(3:78:3 EDNES
LT, )
Exhaustive (&): Eggs, bacon, and ham. . (My) dad and older brother don’t like natto.

Not Exhaustive (X®): Eggs, bacon, ham, and maybe

some other things I'm not listing. You can see the most basic pattern in these sentences.

It goes something like:
The list that could have other things in it uses 1> instead

of &, but that lesson is for another chapter (the one that
covers 12, of course).

[the list] + [something about the list].
Go through each sentence and identify this pattern.
Let’s take a look at some of those & examples.

That being said, it could just as easily be:
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have your parents (M#%i) and what you're doing together
[the topic we're listing about] + [the list] + [something with them (EES5UTULET).
about the list].
One thing to note about this particle use is that the
As in: relationship is reciprocal. You are both living together,
which means you can use &. Take these examples:

.................................................................................

5. COFE AEBBIZDIRTT . (TOTIE DIZUES | oo
 RIZODFTHTT. ) L2 WREELELR. (DEDLAERBUELR, ) ’
This child is my and your daughter. I talked with my parents.
b. Doing something together with someone or Because we're using &, you are talking with your
something parents. It's reciprocal. However, take this example:

3LWRCELRE. (D&SUARERRUE. )
. I talked to my parents.

This is sort of like a list. Lists put things together. It's not
a huge leap to imagine this particle putting things
together:-- that are doing things together.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L EREBSLTOVET, (D&EDULAELBLTVE
T )
. Ilive with my parents.

It's no longer reciprocal because we're using the particle
(C. See the difference? You both have to be equal parties
in the action to use &.

L 4. HEH. BEBIATMRN? (BRI, BNEDHIC
LUV ?)
On Sunday, do you want to go to the sea with me?

We're assuming that we're talking about you here (this
sentence could also be FA(FMEEFREES LU TUWLET, if the
context that we're talking about you wasn’t known). You
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.................................................................................

5 RAEMEBEERTOELE. (WSLAEZIVNEHTE
U )
I was watching a movie with my friend.

You have the thing that’s being quoted inside the [
marks. Then, you have & and the verb that is used to
guote them. They could “say” something, they could
“yell” something. Really that’s up to you, though 5 is
going to be very common.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. BB ELKTNS, (FOT RSB ER S |
L ICTWB, ) L 2. RBBCIE. RISV EEVET., (K3R

' Keisuke really resembles his father. I BEECE RPIHREN] EVNET. )
B e E LR CREERE When you go to bed, you say “good night.”

L7 FhE—HEICEBEV. (DELEVD L& LIRS0, )

Come together with me. You can also use this particle to sort of “quote” a sound.
C. A quotation' Sound. i 3- :0)5%?(3: r@b\J tgla‘l:;aj"asg_o (:d)b\/\lt‘/(; r@b\J
L EKHFET, )
“The particle & can be used to mark a quotation or . This kanji is read as “ai.”

sound,” Koichi said.

So far you've seen “to say” and “to read”. There's a

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

= MESA. [SEECEEL] EE5TFEUREL, (DA handful of verbs that tend to use & in this way. A
/o TEALERAICEDL] ELWVoTELREL, ) Dictionary of Basic Japanese Grammar lists out &5, &
' Kana said, “T'll be there by 3:30.” . A3, ES, <, and 3T S as examples.
You can even omit the iIZXE A, part to make the 4 BB/ SBLRERVNET. (FEB/\DPLREBEL
sentence simpler and easier to understand. F9. )

I think Masaru is handsome.

[=BFE(CEFELS] EED>THURESL,
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.................................................................................

5. [CNESFFRVTFEN] cBEELE, ([CNEL
CERWTLREEN] EnEFELE, )
“Please don’t read this,” T wrote.

Side Note: There is also a & that is used like “if ___
happens then /" but that is not a particle, even
though it kind of seems like it should be. So, not covered
here. Sorry!
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— 2. FRIRCRRCTEET. (CEAS®SCUESVAI
(& VEFET, )

In the morning I will go to the hospital.

When it comes to the particle (C, it always seems to

come back to movement. Either it's movement in time, 3. BEICTEAEEELRE.  (FB(ICEhEEELR. )

space, or something in between. That being said, there ' In the spring the flowers bloomed. .

are many distinct ways to use the particle (C, making (C

kind of the ultimate particle, at least when it comes to

use quantity. 4. SEOFEE. BEADIIC. BBERLRFT., (55D
WL (E BLELINDDHBEIC, HBEEELARET, )

a. The time at which something takes place My family, on the morning of the New Year, eats mochi.

What time does something take place? What date does it
take place? What month does it take place? What year
does it take place? These are all things that will use this
version of the (C particle.

There are time related words that cannot use (C,
though. The “rule” basically goes like this: If the time is
a uniquely identifiable time, then it can have (C. If not,
then it will not use (Z, though there is some grey area.
For example, 1 0 A is an identifiable time. You can point

1 AR CAR—TO2D(ICIT<, (B UIRAR=O>FD0DIC ! to it and say “in October, this is gonna happen.”
W<, ) However, there are many time-words that don’t accept
. At 6 o'clock I will go to the bacon festival. (C. Some examples: g8, BAH, ¥EH, SH, BA&H, S4.

etc. These are not specific dates (like 5HI(Z), specific
times ( 2 B4(2), or specific days (77U XN XI(Z). Think of
it this way. Usually, if you can say “on [time],” “in [time]”
or “at [time]” in English, then chances are you can say

“ (C” in Japanese, too.

We have the time (7<Kf) and then the (C right after. That
makes it “at 6 o’clock " You can do this with other
time-related words as well.
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1 BRICHE<  (ZEAICVL, )
. (I) will go to Japan.

“In October.” < Guess what, 1 0 A(C is okay!

“On January 1.” < 1 A 1 HIC is okay!

“At 3:30pm.” « Great! 3BF¥(C totally works. There is the location (HA) and the movement action (17
<). You are going to (IC) Japan.
“On Christmas.” <~ That’s a thing! 27U XY X[ is no

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

problem. 2. WDFAUACRBATIN? (WDFAUAICNZBA
L TIH?)

“On today.” < Uhh--- That doesn’t work. SHIC is not . When will (you) go back to America? :
okay. et eoemeoemeoeeeemeeemememeoememeeemeeemecemeecemeeoemeeoeeennt

America is the location. The movement is J&%. Think of
it like “to america” plus the movement action of J&%. “To
America, return!”

“In morning.” < BA(C is not okay.

“In the morning.” < 884A(C is okay, however, because
the A specifies things!
L 3. %A, FETBRRICITERLR. (BATD. hELTH
“On tomorrow.” < BAE(C doesn’t work. CABAICWEELR, )
Last month, we went to the hot spring as a family
b. Where something or someone moves to

First we looked at time, now let’s look at movement.

Specifically, the location to which someone or something ).

moves. As in, “I go to the store” (the “go” part is the i LB L ELLCELLE D :
movement, and the “store” is the location where I'm 4. ESUTIZITREATIN? (ESULTIIICERAT ¢
going). L Ih?) '

: Why did you come here?



there are sentences that are still too difficult for you to
The location (ZC) and the movement CGE7zA[---]) understand 100%.

Do you see the pattern? c. An action that “transfers”

.................................................................................

5. COEQFESICEN D TVNRDTIN? (TDLBFEEFE
L ZICOH D TVNBDTIN ?)
. Where is this car heading to?

Think of verbs that involve transferring something from
one person to another. With these verbs, you'll usually
want to use the particle (C. Remember, (C has to do with
movement, whether that'’s time (a), or going someplace
(b). In this case, it’s the movement of transferring

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. CNEBHDIRCEATI RS, (Cn&HOAwPCE | something between people or things.
L CATLREW, ) e,
. Please carry this to that room over there. L ASEAANCEEERI TLET, (DELRICEALA

ISRV EBULRTVET. )
I teach English to Japanese people.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L 7. BOBRATIRFILRICAZORRFELUR. (bOHES
BRI RFILRICENDDEHELURE, ) ,
' I saw that guy over there entering McDonalds. The key word here is “to”. The act of teaching English is
transferring to the Japanese people.

.................................................................................

| 8. WIFEANDEBFAICENTEZLE. (WMMEEsH0
 BEL&ICHNTEELR. )
He was late getting to the meeting place.

.................................................................................

2. AR ESADRACFAFELNELE. (FOSSANDE

L LICFLFEINE LR, )

Mr. Kimura gave me kimchee.

Although some of the later sentences get more
complicated, you can still see the pattern: “Location(c
movement-action.” Try to find just this pattern even if

Once again, something is being transferred. This time it's
more tangible, in that it's some delicious kimchee.
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.................................................................................

6L BRICBAE DT TR, (WEDS EICHHEDITTHS

|3 RERRMFACRIFE LIz,  (BBZVRBLBHDEELIC | . )
(FRFELR. ) i I split up my candies with my younger sister. :
. A large dog barked at me.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. PAUNOKRECFRER S 2, (FAUADRNE
A little less obvious, but the dog is transferring its bark  SHESICThABESL S, )

to you / at you. . I sent a letter to the president of America.

.................................................................................

4, MERSAUICCODBEEZREET., (FDEESAICID
U LAEHREET., ) LB BTHRIELCA-INZLFET., (HETHREELEA-IL
(I) will show this photo to Matsumoto-san. ZUET, )

a2t T will email you later.

The act of showing the photo is being transferred to
Matsumoto-san. Make sure you can identify what’s being transferred in

the final three examples.

.................................................................................

5. BNBICGEHEBZ LUELRE. (REMBESECEIE LD
Z=UEUR, )
My mom lectured my younger brother.

d. The surface upon which something takes place

This is a really specific use case, but does come up quite
a bit. When one thing is happening on the surface of
The lecture is being transferred to your younger brother. another thing, you use (C to indicate that.
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...............................................................................

1. BB\ CORBULTLESN. (TE5ID/\>0%H
L LT REEW, )

. Please stamp your seal here.

Upon the surface of 255 (we're assuming this is
referring to paper or something similar) you are
stamping (or pushing) your seal.

2. J—RCBUTRED, (J—RChVTL A, )
. Please write this down in your notebook.

Once again, we are doing something on the surface of
something else. In this case, that surface is the
notebook, and what you’re doing to it is writing on it.

.................................................................................

5. RV I7ICHITRO>TVET. (BICE@EYIFICKTIC
IO TVET, )

My older brother is lying down on the couch.

One thing you may have noticed is that in all of these
examples, something is doing something directly to
something else. These are all direct actions. You are
doing something to the surface. Don't get this confused
with the particle T in this regard. T is “by way of the
surface”, (C is “on the surface.”

This use of the particle (C also doesn’t have anything to
do with existence. Although you can and will say (Cé& D
&9 (you'll learn that next), it's a different category of
the (T particle, though super similar.

.................................................................................

3. EABIROECEDE LR, (RRITHRDSZICDEFD
FUR.)
The cat climbed up on the roof.

e. Showing where something exists

In (d) you learned how (C is used to show what’s
happening on a surface. I also mentioned at the end that
you can’t use it to show existence on a surface or
otherwise (that's usually 0D &9 and L\&K ), because
it’s a different use of this particle. We're going to learn
that now.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

A NDLICARESELRE, (DKXDSXLCEAEDEE
L UTE. )
I placed a book on the desk.
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LBRCLB.  (APENB)
. (I'm) in the room.

This isn’t all that different from particle (C version (d),
but I think it's good to separate them out. When
combined, you have an increased overall knowledge of

the particle (C.
We have the location (8FZ) and the person/thing exists

(lCW3). f. Showing why someone moves from one place to
_________________________________________________________________________________ another.
2 FEEFBEICOETN? (BABVEELSUDICVET
m?) This feels a little more like a grammar pattern to learn,
. Is the teacher in the classroom? but it's a particle nonetheless. It goes something like

This sentence is a little longer, but you can see the
pattern there right? The location is the #Z and the
existence is L\&E 9. Something exists in the classroom,
and that is the teacher (because it is the topic).

[thing you are doing in stem form] + (C + [movement
verb]

You are going/coming/etc to do something to something
else.

L 3. BHEROMDLCHDET. (LLDSPIEEDRDS
L RTHDFET. )

The soy sauce is on top of that shelf.

L BRECRVCRELE. BRECHNCESUE. )
. I came (here) to meet you.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L4 KBHDBRVDETZICVET. THFDOVEFNDET %D changes to stem form (=) and then you add (C
L ZICVWETD, ) plus the movement verb (33, in this case). You come
. I'm always here on my days off. to meet the person.
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..................................................................................................................................................................

2. MEZERB(CITEEEAN? (RO ZEHCWESEEAN?) 6. BBZEERAHKRIEAUPLIRWVWATIN? (BETZEDH(C
. Do you want to go see a movie? Lo EEAUPIRNWATIMN?)
R EEERE ' Didn’t you come here to drink alcohol?

e 7 TR UERIEATIN? R UICERATIN?)

3. DAILKKEUSTEFET. (SALCTVLIVELICLE | | What are you here for? :

I'm going to the gym to swim.

e enoeseennoeseesnniceeninccinnic el L 8O NS RFEDICHTICRELE, (BMEEDSDICEBICEFL
12.)

You're going ({T& % 9) to do swimming (ZKik%& U(Z) at

¢ I came to this town to sell umbrellas.
the gym (S AlQ) :

L4, BRCHEBEBZICTEET. (CEACZIVWTZSLZ
CLWEET, )
I'm going to Japan to teach English.

g. The source in passive, causative, receiving

Passive and causative forms are just about the last thing
that Japanese learners are able to learn. So don’t get too
worked up if you don’t understand this. You'll need to
You're always moving somewhere to do something with understand passive and causative forms first, after all.
this pattern and (C particle.

.................................................................................

1L STESAIDNREENEETT, (EBERSAICLLSE
5. AEFRHICABITITEES. (BAELFHICTIZAICL | DEAHEET. )
L EFEY, ) . I will make Mr. Tachibana write a novel.

(that was a causative example).
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.................................................................................

2. ELREODAFILCEHONELZ. (BEIMETDATF | o

[CEHBNELE. ) 5 RECEOSNELE. (LBRBLCS5EF5NEL
Koichi praised Viet. =)
T My friend betrayed me.

(that was a passive example).

6. EICRENELE. (F5CEanEUR. )
. I was stung by a bee.

Besides causative and passive, you can also use this
particle with “receiving” related words.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. JI5RVWAIC. ELUEBBLELRE. (ULBRVLDE § 7. 3BREXRCPESEFRT. (BDU0EH> E(CPPEEF

(S RSB UEEBVELR, ) 7))

: A stranger gave me a lottery ticket. I will make (my) husband do the cleaning.
This one is pretty straight forward, because €55 is 825@)&(:%5%1’)1’17’:/\/?@“(35@0&(:%5(,\1’)“7’:
pretty much as receive-related as it gets. ATT. )

_________________________________________________________________________________ That person over there told me so.

L4, EEBIBC. BREEBOOTVET, (KUEE£LS

Uwll. [CEACZSENDODTWVET, ) o 2 """" E
: : : R (] B :
. Professor Yoshida teaches me Japanese. L9 ERLCEONTNET, (FhEDEHONTNET. )

_________________________________________________________________________________ I'm being pursued by the police.

In this case, you're receiving Japanese from Professor

Yoshida. This is one of the most difficult to acquire grammar rules

in Japanese (at least the passive and causative parts), so
don’t feel bad if it was confusing. Come back when you

Let’s move on with examples from all three possible
understand and this section will be useful.

situations:
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h. A sentence ender that expresses regret or

sympathy 3B TTRELETLESIC, (FUHTTEASBESL

L eTL&L SIS )

You must have been so nervous because it was your first
time. :

When placed onto the end of a sentence, with TU &L D
or 1235 before it, this particle indicates that the
speaker regrets or has sympathy for something.

1. BOBENBEINE, RREFETERERESZSC. (BD
L LIPRINE EOBEZ DT L STERIESSIT, ) :
. If there wasn't that accident, Tatsuo could have
. graduated. 4. BRZTUKUT, FLRBWZULEZAS(C. ([FEHPhz !
AR I ~ S 4l I aPiiun LT A Y 2 £ STRY S DY /ol inte 3o el

You must have felt so tough when you lost your mother.

In this sentence, we are experiencing empathy. Aw, you
must have been nervous! I feel yah, bro.

There is a sense of regret about the accident. If only

Tatsuo didn’t have that accident, then maybe he would
have graduated. Sad. Some more empathy going on here.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. FEAR<RONE, HRESHERRICRSNET
L L&DDIT, (LTERFP<EbNE. RIEERAUS

Try to figure out whether each sentence is empathy or
regret, or a little of both!

L SUDNCTBNETLLSIC, ) e
. If your work was done earlier, you could have attended @ 5. EPUMBINIERTELTLLS(C. (E3FIL
' at the birthday party.  RAZLDSTNUET SN TERTLLDICS )
N © | If you studied a little more, you could have passed the

. exam.

There is some regret about not having done your work,
which leads to another regret, not being able to attend
the birthday party.
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.................................................................................

6. WDEDEH(CED TLIUE, BIN2ZEB3S(C, (LD
L BOTALRICODTUNE. ZIhokRE33(C, )
If he was on the usual train, he could have lived.

from that.

7. AASEBNRINE. WWSEMENERESSE. (B
ASZEDINRFNE. LWLP LARNENTZES ST, )

If I didn't forget my camera, I could have taken good

pictures.

.................................................................................

| 8. BRODIEL (CEARS. BHITLELDIC. (REDBMLIC
L FARB. RADTLESICT, )
If we lived near the station, it would be convenient.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9. FEEEABEFOAMBELLTLLDIC, (ZEBEFHBH
L LODESHASNLLTLESIC, )
Kids would be happier if you give them snacks.

L 10. 5P LEINE. FCEBX 335, (532U
L PIFIFNE DEUCENZBRESSIC, ) :
If this is a little cheaper, I would be able to buy it.

Don’t confuse this for M(Z, which is a conjunction that
means something like “even though” or “despite the fact
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.................................................................................

,\ 3. BE ESMABELRE. (BETE C<AVARSES
U, )
. The man escaped the country.

This particle is a lot like (Z, but the use is much more

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

specific. It just does one thing, and that's to show the L4 UAICAEUZANRELET., (ULADICAEUZIAEC
direction in which something or some action is going. <UET. )

I'm going back to England in April. :
a. The direction toward which something or some

action goes.
5. D UESORIMFHELUELR, (JrUE>D

CLANEE. BRAEDELE. (DEULESE US| PILANTERERRLELE. )
CAAELDELRE )  I'senta letter to my friend in the Philippines.

We ran to the hospital.

.................................................................................

6. REAMTHRNDEDR, (FUNLKAVIRNDE
In this case, we did the action of running towards D1, )

the hospital. Simple, right? Just like particle (.

I'm planning to not go to university.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L2, EEICEFROANRIRE.  (EECIEVZDEEANTR
L&, )
You should get out of the house sometime.

The only time that (C and 7\ are not interchangeable is
when you need to follow up the particle with @. In that
case, you have to use the particle 7\, not (C.

7. CNUIHIRADETY . (CNEUSLKADEVST
' 9. )
. This is the door that goes to hell.
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doing something directly to the object, in this case
{ E } you're eating it.

You are doing something to it. The object itself isn't
Kind of like the particle (&, the particle Z has a slightly doing something.
weird pronunciation. Instead of a “wo” sound, it is an “0”
sound. Basically 99% the same as hiragana 45, though
occasionally you hear a little “w” sound depending on
the speaker. I wouldn’t worry too much about that,
though. Just think of it as an “0” sound and you'll be

2. FENBAZ,
. The sushi will eat.

more than okay. Take this nonsense of a sentence. When you use 7%, it is
indicating the subject, which makes it so we're talking

a. Marking a direct object about the sushi and what it's doing. So, “the sushi will
eat.” Whoops. That’s an embarrassing (but easy)

Stupid grammar terms! What does “marking a direct mistake to make.

object” mean?

3. REF=RETE. (DELEF=XETS. )
Essentially, it means you are taking an object and you're LT will play tennis.

doing something directly to it. For example:

In this case, the direct object is >—X. What are you
1L HFEAERAD, (FTLZEND. ) directly doing to tennis? You are doing it, i.e. you are
- T will eat sushi. i playing it. So, you end up with “I am playing tennis.”

You are marking the object, which is “sushi.” The “direct” L4 ASHORENHLET. (ASHTREEFTUET. )
part of “direct object” is referring to the fact that you are ' I will take my contacts out.
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Just think of this as an exception. . . that happens a

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5 HLLOIEENELE. (GBS0 BACENNE lot.

LTz )

I bought new lipstick 7zL) form: FaEMBAZL) (I want to eat sushi)
R Potential form: FaJH'EANS (I can eat sushi)
6. SEEFELNEUIEN? (ENEESZVLELIEN?) 5 What's even more confusing is that you could use % for
. Who did you invite? these two as well.

Also, IC. For example: hASAICEEULTE (I talked to
7 BREERELTVET. (OHhRESIALTVET, ) Tom). This is because you're transmitting one thing to
. I'm looking for my glasses. . another thing.

For the most part, though, if you're doing something

8. R(F. BISRZEMITVET. (BB@F B2I35X directly to something else, you can use %.
ENFTOET. ) :
. My father is wearing sunglasses. . Note: You can’t have more than one % in a clause! A

good thing to know when you're self correcting.

Some things to know about Z when it is marking a

direct object: b. Someone or something moving on/through/

along something

Sometimes other particles can also mark the direct

object. It's confusing! You'd think this job would be given to the particle (C

because there’s movement, but nooooooo, Japanese has
1t - for example: BAZENHH S22\ (I don’t understand to be weird like that. The use of this particle in this way

Japanese). is pretty specific, though.
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You are passing through &R in this example. You are
doing the action of passing through Nara. That's why it’s
% .

1. BOBEEZOTIN? (BOFLEDLEZDTIH ?)
Are (we) going to cross that bridge?

c. Where a movement begins

In the case of this bridge, you are moving on it / moving
through it. Or, at least talking about it. You are doing the If you want to show where a movement begins from,
action of crossing it. If you used (C in this situation, it look no further than the particle %.

would be like you're crossing to the bridge, instead of
crossing the bridge itself. That's the difference.

1. ERERT—ABESUEEHBOEDTT. (LoHET

TOEDLSLZEIFLSHDDEDTT, )
2 FZESLELE. (MDELESAFLEHUE. ) . i I'm going to leave my parents’ home and start living by
. T walked the riverbank. L myself.
In this case, you are walking along the riverbank. If you The important part of the sentence is ER%H T. The
used (c, you would be saying you are walking to the “movement” begins from £, and the movement is the
riverbank. By using % you are saying you are doing the person leaving.
action on the object, which is the riverbank.
2. RFBRCEBEABD T ZEL,. (EDFLDXETTA
| 3. BEENS. RRZBO TKRRCEWNZ. (BIPMS. | | Leaed0T{RE, )
L IRBELEH O THHTMCON, ) . Please get off the train at Tokyo Station. |
I left Nagoya and passed through Nara before arriving at
| Osaka. '

The important part here is BEZED TTF L) (please
get off the train). The movement begins from the train,
and the movement is someone getting off it.
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3. BECRONSRNESIC, HERRFELE. (BAL
L WEHDMBRNKDIC, ELDUDZERBIFIEUE. )

I escaped the classroom without being seen by the

| teacher.

You are escaping (#klFH LU7Z), which is the movement.
And, the location from which this movement begins
from is from the classroom.
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\ P 2. FEHREEANSTRECRDET. (FEHEULADH
b 55 SHKEWCRDET, )

Masao will be a junior high school student (starting)
. from April.

This particle shows where something is from. Words like

“from” and “since” come to mind.
Now we see an example of /5 with time being applied

a. A starting point or source. to something bigger. A whole month! You can say 1 Ah
5, \AM5, and 12HM5S as well. As you can probably

A “starting point” or “source” can mean several things. It imagine, years will also work. 1 9 9 9FH5, etc.

can relate to time. It can relate to a physical location. It

can even relate to what something was made out of (its 3. BANSEONBENTYT., (BEIHSETIANLDINT

source). We'll cover all of these things and more. T, )

From the morning, I have felt sick. :
Let’s start with time.

Here’s something a little more general. “Since this

1. RARBAFNSTY. (DHNNESUNETY. ) morning” or “from this morning.” You could also say BZ
. The drinking party starts from 6 oclock. (FAMS (from lunch) or any time related thing you
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" desire.

The important part of this sentence is the XEFH'5 bit.

This means “From 6 o’clock.” What about other kinds of But it doesn’t just have to be time. You can use 7'5 to

“time"? describe a source, too.

4, F3dL— ME. AHAENSEESNET, (FzOL—
L NE DHAEHHSDBNET, )
Chocolate is made from cacao beans.



want. Heck, you can replace America with “your mom”
The source of chocolate is cacao. HAHAENSIESNFET too, if you want to get really specific for some reason.
is “made from cacao beans.”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

e, 8 CEDBERIARIETY, (STThBEERLEBVOE
| 5. A0, AN SHAICLRO. (DRELDEEE. » | P ALTI. )
L EDBEVR AL, ) You're not allowed beyond (from) this point. :
As for my mother, from her cold she got pneumonia.
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- The ZZM5 is “from here---” You could say €Zh5 to

The source of the pneumonia was the cold. BN 5. mean “from there” or € H'5 to say “from over

there”. Anyways, you get the picture. From __
Similar to source, locations are a good way to use N5 location
as well.

6. AEDNSENRETVET ., (RAEDDSITDONT
FTWEY. )
. From the chimney, smoke is exiting (rising).

AAEDMS = From the chimney.
7. TAURDSEELE. (BHODHSEELE, )
. (I) came from America.

ZAURPMS = From America. You can replace this
with your own country, or town, or city, or building if you

46



{H]

Most of you will know this particle as the question
marker particle. But, it also does some other neat things
too.

a. A sentence-ender that indicates the sentence is a
question.

If a sentence ends with /", that sentence is probably a
question. Simple as that. » is almost like a question
mark, in that sense, though sometimes in Japanese you
have both (a question mark and a »), though you don't
have to.

1A OERBVNETD? (FNTETVETH?)
. Do you smoke (tobacco)?

What if this sentence didn’t have the »* on the end, and
no question mark?
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2. HTEBRVET
. Do you smoke (tobacco)?

(FZ)N\OZITNVEITH. )

Look at that, it's the same exact thing! Japanese
sentences don’t need question marks, though they do
often help to make sentences more clear. For example,
when you ask a question with casual speech, sometimes
you don't use a H\. It’s all in the tone of your voice. But
with writing, there is no tone of voice, so without a
guestion mark questions without the h* are very
ambiguous.

A)I\AZERD,

VS.

AN ZRS ?

Without the question mark, there’d be no way to know if
the first sentence is a question or not. I mean, it
probably isn’t, because anybody with half a mind would
use a question mark there to avoid confusion, but you
never know, right? Japanese writing existed before
guestion marks made their way into Japanese, after all.



.................................................................................

There’s not much to do here other than examples. This Y & BOLHEFUELEN? (WE. DELORES

use of the particle is very straightforward. ELUELEN?)
e Did you just call my name? :
3. BBZERAEIN? (BSTZEDHEITH?)

Do you drink alcohol?

Can you figure out what all these sentences would be if
the M wasn’t included at the end?

4. ZARN-T@ELELEN? (Rh—T@IFULELED?)
. Did you turn off the heater?

b. When there is an alternative

If Hvisn’t the end of a sentence, then perhaps it is

5. /1FURICfTofeC&dFHBDFEITHN? (AFIX(CL\D E marking an alternative. Essentially, this is the word “or”
e EEBDEIN?) :in English.

Have you ever been to England?

_________________________________________________________________________________ 1. O-SHRTS. EBHWN?
6. AR TIN? (FAXTIN?) © ¢ Which do you prefer, Coke or Pepsi?
Is that true? LT

.................................................................................

_________________________________________________________________________________ 2. ESEBFIEHOAETLLS. (EDEELDITHND

7. RERHEUN? (KTDEOBELEN?) . BODLDITLES. )
' Did you take the medicine. ] Yoko or Kaori probably did it.

B ARICITEETN? (PESVALNEETN?)
. Will you go to the hospital?

Something or something. You see the pattern there.
When used in this way, it can mark an alternative
between two nouns or even two sentences. You've seen
the “two nouns” example already, so let’s look at some
sentences.
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6. BIADBEBCEBEELET. (BLIENBEDTIENA

| 3. D1-RERON. T-ILEBRRLREN, (P1-XED | UEULET, )
DD T—ILEREAREN, ) © i I will reply to you either tomorrow or the day after
Drink your juice or eat your kale. tomorrow.

7. SHAZDLIAZUDB D ER A
. There are only small and large sizes.

With nouns, % can mark alternatives between more
than two nouns too. When this happens, the very last »
is omitted.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L4 R=TOHRF—FENFFIEESTFEL, (R—=TO> | 8. BENMN/XTITEFI., (TALPMNIRXTWLWEFT. )
AT —ENFESENS TSN, ) . T'will go by train or bus.

Please buy bacon, steak or chicken.

....................................................................................................................................

9. )\UENAET@HDEIN? J\WBENESELDEH

See how there’s no h" after the final noun, F52>/7? L DFEITH?)
Do you have scissors or a knife? ;
Let’s finish up with more examples.
S EARBBARTT. (RTHLBRSLhBETS, ) L0 EERIBEEMEREEEHUTT V. (SATADAZE

L SUEINEFALLESIERLTLREE, )

Between cats and dogs, I'm a dog person. .
' : Please show your drivers license or health card.

c. Uncertainty of the topic

When you are uncertain about something, you can use
M to show that. This is a little more advanced compared
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to the other two uses of this particle, but I think those of
you at an intermediate+ level should be able to figure
this one out.

First you start with the thing you're unsure about, then
you put in H, then you add the verb that shows in what
way you are unsure. It makes a lot more sense if we just
do it.

................................................................................

1 LWDRRSAIH DD EE A
LMD ER AL )
I don’t know when the disease will be cured.

(WD ESENRBSB

The part before the H* shows what you have uncertainty
about (when the disease will cure). After the h is the
verb that shows what kind of uncertainty. In this case,
you simply don’t understand or know (when the disease
will cure).

This version of the particle is actually a lot like (b),
marking when there’s an alternative. The alternative is
just omitted. See this example:

2. BFTEESSNEOTNET,
L KD TVET, )
I wonder if I should buy a bikini (or not).

(EFTEZNEINE

The “(or not)” part is what's being omitted in the
sentence, though it’s definitely there whether or not you
write it out. It's like saying “buy a bikini--- or what? I am
confused.” What a terrible sounding translation, though
it's probably more accurate in some ways than the good
sounding version.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L 3. EDFERRLNDN SR,
VSR, )
I don’t know which story is true (or not).

(EDFRUMNEFAEDHD

Once again, we have the first part “which story is true.”
The h" is suggesting that what you're really saying is
“which story is true (or not),” where “or not” is the
alternative that is being alluded to. Then, you add H5
72U\, which means you don’t know “which story is true
(or not).”

.................................................................................

L4, EOREBSHETROTER A
CEEHTEFEA. )
. I haven't decided which book to buy yet.

(EDEFAZNDIMNE



..................................................................................................................................................................

| 5. BAAETICERDINMHMBTY. (BULEEXTICHDINY | | 10. BRATNEDIHIDMDERA. (TEFEAICHINES !

 H&STT, ) - DDRDERA )
I don’t know whether or not I can finish by tomorrow. I don't know if I will go to Japan or not.

6. ECTEBIDNMUNWETBTY, (ECTRZLDT
 BHOTHLNETBTT. )
It's difficult to judge where to make a compromise.

It's pretty much the same as if you just did »H* there
instead of MESH, but HhESH suggests there is a clear
yes or no answer. Either I will go to Japan or I will not.
Just M on its own marks uncertainty. Sure, some of
those will have yes or no answers, but if you specifically

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7. FHDEELEANRENTT, (LA TOLED want to mark a question with a yes or no answer, use H
SNEUNTT, ) EDNH. Plus, it's fun to say.

+ It's uncertain if my reservation was placed.

.................................................................................

8. WDBRICAAERANDERA. (WDICFALL
 DERDIOERA )
. I don’t know when T'll go to Japan yet.

9. SELVKHFRETY . (5SENKDHBATY. )

. I'm nervous about it not going well.
You may also find this use of the particle somewhat
familiar. The pattern ___ M &ESH' is another particle
that is pretty common. 5&S5H marks a question with a
yes or no answer. For example:
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{ % } Let’s look at some other nouns + .

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L 3. BBECOMBEZRIZU AL, (BAL®DIEZDZL
AN EHZO R, )
We watched this movie last week too.

“Also” is probably the best word to describe the particle
E, at least when it comes to section (a). Section (b) is
a little more advanced, but simple enough.

a. When two subjects are the same The key part of this sentence is 75i8%. So you already
know that whatever follows has something to do with
“When two subjects are the same” is a terrible title. So “last week also” ____. The subject of last week and
let’s start really simple. Like, one-word simple. whatever follows it are one in the same.
1LAB (DR LE) L 4. SABLVWRETINR. (FLS3BLWTAZTTIN, )

I, too/Ialso/Ias well The weather is nice today also, isn't it?

Now let’s add something to it. % B®E means “today also” or “today too,” so if “today
also” is “good weather” then the weather is nice today
too.

2. BED3>TY., (DELELLATT, )
. Tam also John. / I'm John, too.

t can get a little more complicated, though. You can put
other particles before the . For example:

Do you see what’s happening here? #A% is “I also” or “I,

too.” What are you also? You are also “John.” “I also am

John” is just a funny way to say “I'm John, too.” Both “I”

and “John” are one in the same. I am John. John am L.
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..................................................................................................................................................................

5. PAUADSEEXARTNET. (PAUHNSE 8. AUAFEALEAN-DDEBIFET.
L B SEANETVET, ) . I will also give Koichi bacon. :
. We also got orders from America. et '

14 FEAIC means “to Koichi.,” With 6, it is “also [to

Now you have to look at 77X AMH5 as a separate Koichi].” In this case you are also giving bacon to Koichi.
thing. That alone is “from America,” so when you add ©
to it you have “Also [from America].” b. Emphasizes something measurable

6. BATEHEELTI L. (CEATERSIHVTT L, )
. It's famous in Japan too.

By measurable things I mean quantity, distance, or
frequency.

1L FABRELE ! (BACABEFELE!)
. A thousand people came!

Once again we're looking at the part before the €,
which is HAT. You know that HAT is “In Japan,” so if
you add & to that you get “Also [in Japan].” In this case,
something is famous “also in Japan.”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. B#IKHCHFOBKRDELE. (NPT H(CTFOESN

................................................................................. L EDELR. )

7. ERBEBMR LIRS, (FEHE<ALERNEL | | 1gained five kilos over winter break. :
L LEL, ) R
You should be friendly with Masaaki-kun as well.
e 3URRBRTE. A= NLBRKITRVATYE. (EDTEL

 SA— MNLEBLIFRVATT. )

1EBAE & means “with Masaaki.” So when you add & to it : . , .
; Mariko can’t even swim ten meters.

you get “also [with Masaaki].”
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It's hard to see “emphasis” in text, but that's what & is
doing here, and in the examples above you see it
happening to quantity and distance.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. T—FEHEEEAELR. (U—FEUPDTERA
FUE.)
I ate ten pieces of cake!

Yeah, that sounds like something I'd want to emphasize.
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(&}

If you've studied Japanese for a little while, chances are
you’ve come across this particle. It goes onto the end of
sentences, yo.

a. A sentence ender particle that turns the sentence
into an exclamation.

By exclamation, I mean that the speaker is making a
strong assertion about something. The speaker is
assuming that they are saying something only known to
them.

Really, though, it's easier to simplify this down even

2. A= EBRALE
. I ate bacon, you know.

(/\‘_:I \/%7::/\\7:':3:0 )

With negative sentences, it isn't as cut and dry as
adding “you know” or even the feeling of “you know” to
the sentence.

Otherwise, the sentence just becomes an exclamation.
You're exclaiming something! It's not quite the same,
but it sort of has the feeling of adding an exclamation
mark to a sentence in English. Just like H* as a “question
mark,” similar but not 100% the same. I'd also say that
&K is about 50% as exciting as an exclamation mark, but
maybe that'’s just me. The Japanese language uses
exclamation marks too, so if you want to really make
something exciting just use that.

further. Just translate it to “you know,” at least with non-
negative sentences.

§3§<§mmém$!(ﬁb<mmmémgo)
. Hurry up and say it!

L ERATCK, (E3F£IANK. )
. T will go to Tokyo, you know.

4. CIHBRIZDEETI LK. (TTHHRZOLALDT
LI, )
This is your bedroom.
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5 EMICEVERAL. (EDRVWCHVERAL. )
. T will never buy it.

6. LK,
Sure / That's fine.

7. BOREEOER, (FHDNOEDNDESL, )
I borrowed your pen, you know.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8. ESUTHDRIGAERTRARE. (ESULTHDR
DA BT TCIRATER. )
Why did you throw away the necktie?
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{ ;b. } 2. h—TDUOAVAFEATT K1,

: You're Koichi from Tofugu, aren’t you?

This often gets paired with &, just because it's also an

extremely common sentence ending particle. The It's assumed that both people know that this person is
meaning and feelings between them are totally different, Koichi from Tofugu. And, they are fishing for agreement.
though. You're him, right?

.................................................................................

3. BOAMGEWTERICADEITR. (REDUHDINTL)
FRCIRDFE I, )
It's tough that snow days keep on coming, isn't it?

a. A sentence-ender particle that is looking for some
agreement.

There’s a couple important parts to this particle. First,
it's fishing for agreement. That’s why it's often translated
as “isn't it?”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4 EERERS RS LVWTINR, (FATAZESTESLNT

................................................................................. C . )

L1, BAZAFEIBVTIR. (RAZTAFNMDLWTT I heard you got a perfect score, didn’t you? 5
Tom is cute, isn't he?
el B CTMBNTVBR.  (TTHTONTWVBN. ) :

. This part is broken, isn't it.

The second important thing is that the thing the speaker
is saying is assumed to be “shared knowledge.” It's
almost as if the speaker is assuming that the person
agrees and thinks the same way. Or, they expect the
other person to agree and think the same way, even if
they don’t actually.
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.................................................................................

6. BIREAB R AELBATERENR? (5&50LLLKEEPAE
L ERTERR?)
. You had breakfast, didn’t you?

You can also combine this particle with &K, creating &13.
You're not going to see 1aX though, so make sure you
remember that order. Now the sentence is a fishing-for-
agreement-on-shared-knowledge-exclamation!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7. "% ETDRDICED> LR, (H5VWEDZETDILDS
L [CLhofzkm. )
Didn’t I tell you to wash the dishes?

8. CNAIBTTLRE, (CNANELHTTURRER. )
: This is your first time, right? 5

.................................................................................

9. F—XEBEOTETCLNELELR. (F—XZEh>TE
T<nELELR. )
You bought cheese, didn’t you?
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. 3. —BEDANSTBEDAFTAO>TIREL, (W5EFA
Z‘  DUENBLB SICHEADDEFETENS TREL, )

. People with the numbers 1-12, please come in.

This particle tells you the limit on something. You get to e LI AR EEEEERIEEE
know until which point something happens. -4 FEHRE=TRE TS, RBANLWEWTAERZA

LU EVNETR, )

a. Until The age limit is until 30 years old.

By “until” we mean a spatial or temporal limit. You can have limits on location. Until you get to school.

Until you reach America. Etcetera.
You can have time related limits. Until 5:00pm. Until

5. O SERFTBESFEFI. (WANSAEFHTHRLICTE |

P L ;355‘5?:"@“0 )
: 1. NEFFTHEET. (LETRIZEEHT. ) I walk from my house to the station every day.

- T will work until 9pm.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. COBEEFEZCFTTHELWTLDDNER, (ZOHEEFETFE
' NS g = \ : '
! 2. 7% 2 O Eb b 8ﬁ 3 1 EQE_C§17F37_C3_0 (L/Bb j(g: ' E _CD'D“L\_CL\5OD7]\TJD )

 DPDBEBENDTALY SVEICEETHEDPIHTT, ) | | iae b thic road leads to
Summer break is from July 20 to August 31. e

And finally, you can have limits on actions as well.
You can also have limits on quantity of something. An

amount of money, food, or haunted dolls that you keep
in your home are all examples.
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.................................................................................

L 7. BEMEDBZET. F—LELTEVTERA. (Lw<
EVWRBNBET, F—LZUTEIWTEEA. )
Until you finish your homework, you can’t play games.

Also, please be sure to read the &TI(C chapter. It's so
similar yet so different.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L 8. T—FEBARBZET. y—ILEBRTFNTEEA.
L (T—FERRBET. TIEEARTEWNWTEEA. )
Until you eat your cake, you can't eat kale.

As you can see from the examples, one very common
pattern is “ AN} & C.” This is saying “from ____
until ___ " in English. For example, 1 05 1 2/ET
means “from 10 to 12 years old.” And, FIEMNSAKAET
means “from kids to adults.” With &C, you’ll see this
pattern surface all the time. So become familiar with it
and look out for it. Good thing you know all about the
particle /'5 by this point in the ebook.

One tricky note. When used with time, & is a little
different from English. For example, if you say “I'll sleep
until February” in English, that means the month of
February is when you stop sleeping. But in Japanese, if
you say 2 HETIEZ 7, that means you're going sleep
through February, and stop sleeping when March starts
and February ends. Something like this can become a
terrible misunderstanding, so make sure you're careful!
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.................................................................................

= [ 2. BAFTIC—EERTHEA S AR, (LBETICVNEE
&  ETHENDRAR. )

I wanted to come here once before I die.

This particle (or combination of particles) is similar to &

T, with one subtle but important change. E£TIC is This one is a little bit tougher. Instead of a straight up
about time limits on actions. dose of time, you are saying by the time you die. But,
death is still a time limit, and you’re doing something by
a. Indicates a limit on an action the time you die.
Unlike &T, & CIC feels like it’s putting a hard limit on Let’s compare two similar sentences. One is &C and the
the “until.” Instead of “until ” it's easier to think of E£TI(C other is &CIc.
as the word “by.” As in “by 6:00pm” or “by the time you .
get to school.” 3. FBBETHNTERELN.  (LLETH/NIET U
_________________________________________________________________________________ L)
1. \BETCEEERDSERE. (F5UETICULY . ! Until I die I want to smoke (tobacco). :
L KEVWESBHSERE0, )
| Finish your homework by 8 o’clock.
e AL TRBFTICY/INOZBWNZOD, (LBFTICH/INTOZTL
AN

This one is simple - it's a time limit. By 8 o’clock you do . Before I die I want to smoke (tobacco). .
something, in this case it's “finish your homework.”

See the difference? In (3) (& T), you keep smoking
tobacco until you die. In (4) (FZTI(C) you want to smoke
before the time limit of “your life coming to an end.”
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.................................................................................

5. BBHOSZETICTI LB ENEESR TRWITER
e (BUEODMWEFETICTILEUD £ 5% DL 51K
 TROITERA. )

I have to make a presentation document before the

. meeting starts tomorrow.

Compare these example sentences to if they only
included & and not &¥TI(Z. What would the differences
be in translation?

6. SEXTICTEDLICRADFT. (CALETICTED
L KDITRDET. )
I will make myself able to do that come the next time.

.................................................................................

7. BEFTICEALEY. (RDOFTLOFTICTLKEFLE
7))
I will make my love confession by graduation.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8. SHRICAZETICFEEIRUL. (FALBDEL
(CRBETICTEBMNELLY. )
I want a child by the time I turn 30.

9. SETLRVERN TEELR. (WEETITBLFNG
L ANTEFUE. )

. T experienced something I've never experienced before
© NOW.
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2. BAEEFEDSELOBLL. (CEASRBEDFAT &
L DTIHLL. )

: Japanese is more difficult to learn than any other

_ ) ) ' language.
KD is all about comparisons. You are Comparing
something or someone and then following the £O with
the criteria in which you’re comparing those things with. 3. BIRIBELDEZCEVTVIALP RO, (EHET
VDEDZNE L SCBNTVBAL PR, )
a. Something / Someone is being compared with ' You are better at sales than book keeping, don’t you
Something / someone ' think?

There’s two main ways to use &0, I'd say. One involves
comparing the two things up front. The other involves
comparing after.

The other pattern switches things around, though the
meaning on the English side doesn’t change much.

AlEB LD Ais more than B. ALXKDBI(E_____ .Morethan A, Bis .

4. D—E—KDBEAEHRLNTY., (O—E—&DBE
 HBVLVTT, )

More than coffee, tea tastes good / Tea tastes better
than coffee.

.................................................................................

L1 O-E—ERFELDEKRLNTT., (O—E—EFHEr L
DHLLUWLTTY, )
Coffee tastes better than tea.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5 BOLDBLAAN.  (EBNEDBDINESHL
U )
More than cold, hot is good. / Hot is better than cold.

63



6. /\SHLRBEELD, BELBVADIMFHTT. U\
L DHBAREARVNKD, BELBVWOEDEFINTDHT
L9, )

I prefer a man who is funny to one that is handsome.

Try to change these sentences around so that they
follow the first pattern or the second pattern (whichever
one the sentence is not).

7. 5EDRRIESS. (WELDETIESS. )
. It would be slightly better than now

| 8. RATHTITS KDMAAEH RN (DTDIETVLK LD UM
LA, )
There is no other way than to go by airplane.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

9. TRULEEDSAE BELTVER. (TRULEEKDSA
L ELESEDLTLB. )
: You've improved a lot compared to last time.

10, BRELDENBOABTOECNERA. (BRIELD |
L BATENNOEFTDRCHER AL ) :
+ There is no one in the world who is taller than you.
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\ \ 3. FIREBALAN? (DS FARATZNN?)
. Have you eaten supper?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

This is similar to 7", but tends to be masculine speech LA COKREEVEEERSHL? (CONREHNWNEEBED
(typically used by dudes). Also, it is usually used Y ?)
together with a yes-or-no question as if you're expecting ' Do you think this stock is a buy? :
a yes-or-no answer.
a. A masculine sentence-ender for yes-or-no | 5. BRIDRXETADBERNINN? (BEZIDHESTADSD
questions L LBL<ELHN?)
: Are your father’s feet stinky too? :
There’s not too much to say about this particle. If you
know how H works (which you should at this point), and
you remember that this is mainly used by guys for 6. O3 —RZEEWNMN? (CHZa1—REEWNEh
typically yes-or-no questions, then you know what you LV?)
need to know. Have you heard the news?
L BETLEESTO>THENN? BRILEEIVST | 5 2nt. +24LEdhN?
HIZNN?) So, you kissed her/him? :
Have you gone there already?
PTTTTTIIsmisiiiii 8 ZHN(FB £ D ERETER LRV ? (BNEE LD ED

. Do you have any money?

Don’t you think it’s too cruel?
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.................................................................................

9. FMIEMIILIEDOMN? (L U DEFENTS Lizoh
L ?)
Was the surgery successful?

10, FREZELLAMN? (B2 TS EEDLLINN?)
. Do you enjoy school?

You'll notice that all these questions have possible yes-
Or-no answers.

Another thing to note is that H'U\ tends to be somewhat
casual. So don’t use it with your boss or people you're
not familiar with, as it’ll come off as a bit juvenile or
rude.

DNDHN?
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{ ‘b } 2. B RBHEDET &,

. There's beer and wine (and some other stuff).

This is very similar to &, in that you use it to list things

out. It might be good to review & (when used to list Most likely, there are some other alcoholic beverages as
things) before reading this one. well. In general, the things that are not on the list share

a category (though sometimes a very, very broad
a. A particle that lists two or more items, but there category) with the things that are on the list.
may be more things on that list that aren’t being
listed. 3L YUY RAYFOETEABLET. (BYRAyFPEY

 ZELDVUET, ) :
With &, everything you list is everything you list. There’s 1| prepare some sandwiches and pizza (and some other
nothing more. With {2, there might be more that wasn’t 5 stuff). :

listed. It's like saying: “Go buy some salmon, chips, (and
some other things).”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

________________________________________________________________________________ L4, AX— R IAIT LY MIBHETIN? (AX—K

L BEEAD)SEBOTOET. (F<EEnEar | JATPYILYREEELTIN?) |
LeseoepiT.) | Doy e 2 crtohon r e o samsing k)

I'm writing screenplays and novels (and other things)

You can list off more than two things too, of course.

When you use %2, it’s suggesting that there’s something
else, but maybe it’s not important enough to say, or the
listener can just guess it. If you replaced that > with a
&, then you'd be saying that you only write screenplays
and novels, nothing else.
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5. FROBLHEBOEARNTNEUR.  (BHOBHEPEL
L BOEFIBAENTVELE. )

The red, blue, and yellow (and some other colors too)
flowers were in bloom.

6. FAFEFRIPOPR OV IMFETY ., (OIZUER AN
JPOPYOVIMNITETY, ) :
I like enka and JPOP and rock (and some other music
 types).

L 7. COMD (CIFEERE. ERENHET. (STDHBENICL
CERULN LOLULRBENTET,

Bears, deer, and boars (and some others) show up

. around here.



.................................................................................

{ b\l ~ } 3. FEENTBENLS. (Lo U DEENTSTENL
!:) 5, )

I wonder if the surgery will be a success.

Another sentence ending particle that has to do with
gendered language. As you can see, with all of them the speaker is

wondering about X. There is a hint right in the particle,
a. A sentence-ending particle that shows the in fact.
speaker wonders about something.

The N in MU S is like the question marker H\. So, you

H LS tends to be used by females, and falls within the already know there’s some question. The L5 actually
category of “gendered language,” where you wouldn’t be comes from 15720 (L5740), which means “to not
grammatically incorrect to use this if you were a man, know.” If you're questioning something and you don't

but you would sound a bit girly. When placed at the end know something, then you are wondering something.

of the sentence, it suggests that the speaker is Everything just fell into place. How nice!

wondering about something.

_________________________________________________________________________________ 4. BECEICASHUD, (TALPICECHINULS, )

1 BESABEBNUS. (EHSAELBIHUS, ) . Twonder if I'll catch the train.
I wonder if Mami-san will come. I nnnn

_________________________________________________________________________________ 5. RFFEFEOTINLS. RFFEFS>TINLS. )
2. SBEOBTFRFARCABTEZINLS. (3500 F(E | L wonder if (they) sell potato chips.
LA SN TEBNLS, ) LT

I wonder if my son can pass the exam. Lo
6 ZNHIMNUE, (SHUFIRICHUS, )

I wonder what this is.
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.................................................................................

7. ESPOTHEPTNEVLNLS, (ES5Po>TEDHL
CFNELODLS. )
I wonder how I should explain.

L 8. DIV WVIC@FES>BEORITIHVNDLS,  (DND
LS PWYICEESBORITALHNNDLS, )
- I wonder which necktie would look better with his shirt.

The male version of "L 5? Ask and you shall receive.
It's coming up next:
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.................................................................................

\ 7-~ 4.7 REEZOETCITOLN. (Y NERBOERS
d F ZTLLAYR, )

I wonder if this is a fine place to put the tent up.

Like U5, but for guys. And girls. But mostly guys.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. COBEECICUEZENVDR. (CORNEET(C

a. A sentence ending particle that expresses some UEZEVOH, )

doubt. Similar to “I wonder..” . I wonder where I should put this pot.

Like mMU5S, /4 is usually translated as “I wonder,” and
I think this fits well. It's supposed to be on the male side 6. TRZZEBERNG. (BB3Z3NRB3UNAN. ) '
of the gendered language tables, but females will use it I wonder if it’s time for bed.

too, in casual speech.

7. MAEENE? (BULEEDENE. )
I wonder if it will be snow again tomorrow.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1 IEEAREEE NG, (WNUEEARFRUEN D
1)
. I wonder what kind of story he will write.

8. —ATTEBN. (VEDTTEZINA. )
. I wonder if I can do it by myself.

2. AN DN, (CEANDDHR. )
. T wonder if Japan will win.

9. WD AUBICIRB IR, (WDFAUAICMHIB DN
1)
I wonder when I should go back to America.

.................................................................................

3L WDETODI<CM . (DU &, LWDFETDTK
LV )
I wonder how long she will last.
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10 BENREZNE, (BAZIHBEBINR )
. T wonder if war will break out.

As you can see, they’re all questions, generally directed
at yourself. Things you wonder about. That being said, it
can also be directed at people who are in your inner
circle, so friends, relatives, etc.
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.................................................................................

~\ 2. BAEIYTEABNFENTESZETN. (BHTE
 DVTRBARASBVNEZNTESIE I )

Can you fill this glass about half way up please?

The first version of this particle (a) is more on the

beginner level. The second one (b) is a little more It doesn’t have to be a hard number. It can be any

complicated and might be worth coming back to later. amount. In this case, “half” became “about half.”

a. An approximation 3. BERIE170EF<B0TY. (LAB&LSEOrL
 BRUBSEIFIBNTY. )

First you’ll want something that can be measured by an (My) height is about 170cm. ;

amount. Usually something with numbers. Then you add

<BLY (or <BW) toit, and it suddenly becomes an

approximation. “About ___ " or “approximately ___." L4 B 50F0O<BNTT, (ZWOw Sk & :

LwoFO<BNTT, )
. (My) weight is about 50 kilograms.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1 ERLSBLDBOFHIRFICRO>TOELR. (FAEW
< BLDOBECDOTHFENT(CR>TVELRE, )
A boy who was about three years old got lost.

5. EAAKBVBRICEEAFNEZLSTY. (KBEN
U SRV BVLTCEETENLLSTT, )

=% (3 years old) becomes “about three years old” I heard that approximately 10 cars were involved in the
because of the < 51\ attached to it. : accident.
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.................................................................................

6. IRy FFEXERHESWFELE LR, (RyFFEX
 ETUBoT<BLEDER S UELRE,
. I ordered about 50 staplers.

It'll be easier to show you.

1 AEREAEB K BVNELM D TE. (DIEUERIBHIENTS
L <BLBNULMDT. )
I was so happy that I almost cried.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7 EEE—-BAR SVRWETH ? (REZEVEICS
L RABASBVWTVNEITH?)
About how many cigarettes do you smoke a day?

In this situation, you were so happy that you almost
cried. The extent to which you were happy was such
that you almost cried.

2. BOBDTEF. EEREKBVKSVERVTT. (B0
L BECDT LG MBEEHELIENSBENESNTT, )

.................................................................................

ATV BELBNEREDESTIN. (Z3FNTLL

L B<BNCRDESTI, )
What would the total amount be, approximately?

One thing to note, you'll also see < 5L\ as <50\, There
isn't a good rule as to when you’d use each (it doesn’t
follow the normal rendaku rules you’d expect). So, just
know that either could show up, but it’s all the same.

b. A degree of a state, showing its extent

The first <50\ shows an approximation for something
that can be measured. This < 50\ shows to what extent
something is, well, something.
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. I hate him so much that I don't even want to see his
' face.

To the extent that you don’t want to see (that man’s)

face, you hate him. Or, the degree to which you hate

him is such that you don’t want to see his face. Is this
starting to make sense?

Try to figure out what part of the sentence is the extent
or state, and what it is related to.



..................................................................................................................................................................

3. O— E—&HOBMERN<SOELL.  (O—E— 7. ZOTEMIEENRIIE < SVENTY. (ZDICEDET

 EODUHABRNL SLNERLL, ) L UBBIIB<BLBENTT, )

I'm so busy that I don't even have time to drink coffee. This package is so heavy that I will probably pull my

back out.

4. ZOBF, VIDBATEBIVRONC SUMELE . (S0 | oo
<BFEE> VIPRATEIDNRNSVBALES 8. COMER. ATTRERNTSVEERE, (TOBA |
. 72. ) This car is so strong that even an elephant L RWE AZTE R ZDNT KBVDATRAT. )

couldn't crush it. This quiz is so easy that I could even boil tea on my belly
R : button. :

S ECHINTEBZIB, —EESWRLELE, (9T
L (CAONTEDSBL VWD L& DIFADLWRAZT LS UE
L UTE. )

I studied so hard that I got a callus on my finger.

(note that this last one is some weird Japanese saying,
when something is stupidly easy, you can say it's so easy
that you could even boil tea in your belly button. Weird.)

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

QL ZOREEDA. FHHB < SVEETT, (ZOXL
L 6. EFAL® STERASP S50, BEFATNTNSD LI ZDEAR. DIEUREHBLSULDATRATT, )
0. (EBFAUWSTERALR S50, HBMHMFTUV 1 | This English book is so easy that even I can read it.

L TWVWB. ) e
' I'm so hungry that I could eat a mud manjuu. :

When used in this fashion, it's possible that you're
genuine in saying it's so easy you could read it, and
you're happy about that. Or, you could be belittling the
fact that it's so easy. It's going to come down to tone
and context.
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{c&ic )

Don’t confuse this with C &IZ, it's &I, and it's
completely different.

a. Something that takes place in regular succession

“Every” is a good word to use to translate this particle.
“Every 5 minutes” or “every third building.” Something is
happening in some kind of predefined succession.

................................................................................

1. FFSERC ECR—OVEBAE. (DELETUH
AT ECR=O BT, )

' I ate bacon every 5 hours.

When you add Z &(C to 5 Kfd, it goes from “5 hours” to
“every five hours.” In regular succession, you are eating
bacon every 5 hours.

................................................................................

2. COBER10HTELCEET. (COTALPERE®S
 RATECEET, )

This train comes every 10 minutes.
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1 09 &I(C is every 10 minutes. What is every 10
minutes? this train. You might see this at a train station,
for example.

Try to figure out what is taking place in regular
succession with the rest of these sentences.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. 28298 WESECKS.
L BlE. KRATEICLB, )
February 29th comes every 4 years.

([TH'DICUwSLIC

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L4, COEBFEEG. 1DTEC2 0OAMNDET,
E WD RATELICUD SRANNDET, )
This phone call will cost 20 yen per minute.

(CDOTAD

.................................................................................

5. REBICHIFEREIIL—TZEICRRLTEBVET,

(WS ICIFAZT ST o EIIL—TZELCF>T&ED U

 TEBVET. )
At the end, each group will make a presentation about
. the results of their study.

In this translation, you are saying “each” instead of
“every,” though it’s really all the same. In regular
succession, each group is doing the presentation.



.................................................................................

6. ARICE, MBS S0, BRB3BENDDET., (TF | 1 10. A—ILFRLRT EICA—ILRY OREZHFITNEY .

.................................................................................

AL BOEZERL, TERBEDSFADSBOET. ) | | AP RLRTECANRY IREDFTOET, )
In Japan, each region has a different dialect. I use different mailboxes for each mail address.
Same with this one - instead of “every” we're translating 115‘1‘1/\/1)5(23H%FaﬂZ<‘:(Za'3¥L%@LT‘CL\§§“ ----- (3573\/\} -----
it as “each,” though “every” would make sense too. EFS(C. SALNAT ECREEESIFTVET, )
I breastfeed my baby every three hours. :
L 7. SACEICESARTIVEFNIT BT EEFTETT. (LD
ELZERBADIARTIVELPLITDIEFINDSTI. ) | Asyou can see, there are a lot of good ways to use & &
i It's pOSSib|e to book a different hotel for each nlght i (C. Let's take a look at the similar partic|e a'“’_), and

figure out how it differs.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8. AR L(C—BEDDERBRENER(CIRDFT,

L (SADNETET ECVBEDNTERADB L L URNE
CADBDESCRDETS, )

In groups of three or more, every third meal is free of
. charge.

.................................................................................

9. BB EICEFEEELEVATT. (XU ECHES
L EAALTSUIEVATT, )
- I want to change the image for each article.
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,
{ 3}- , } The main difference between 3°D and C &I(C is that & &

(C has to do with something taking place. 9°D is the
distribution of something, broken up into equal divisions.

This is somewhat similar to Z & (. Let’s figure out how Z &(C has to do with the distribution of the time / place
they differ. that something is happening, but 3'D is just the

distribution of the quantity.
a. Equal divisions

Try to figure out what is being distributed in equal
Used after some kind of quantity of something, this divisions with each sentence before looking at the
shows the equal distribution of quantity. Often this is translation.
translated as “each” (as in: “you get two each”) or “at a
time” (as in: “I will eat one at a time”).

.................................................................................

L4 MUFDEELTVBRRALET. (TTLTDULDE

e DUTWBENLET S )

L1 BILET DR, (BT DEVEENTONTX I feel I'm improving little by little. :
I counted the bills one by one.
D5 FBECIE, BAMATDILYY MUELE, (TEBR
e BT DR KFEARAT DI LES RUELRE, )

2. —AZBEAT DO TLESL. (OEDSAUP KR .| I gave my children 1,000,000 yen each. 5
CATDEB T IREEL, ) e
| Please pay 300 yen each.
e 6, RY NRINLDKE—ATDEDE L. (XY MRML
e . OHFTENDEFATOEDELR. )

3. BREFEHET ORI TCVET., (FVCTBHAL | We handed out water bottles one by one. :
2L DT DOBIFITNET, )

I am memorizing 10 kanji every day.



.................................................................................

7. —B—XRIOMEEBCNET. (WEICTEWDFATD
 AWNEHTNET. )
I watch one movie every day.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

. 8. BH5 OR—ZFDAREFATNET. (FWVICTED
U o R—TFDEFAZLATVET, )
I am reading 50 pages of a book every day.
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.................................................................................

\ 2. PART A —UMBEVATIN, LWWTIN? (71
P AT —UWRWATI A, LWWNTIH?)
I have nothing but ice tea, is that okay?

This is a really useful particle, though it's very difficult to
explain. I'll try anyways. In this case, you only have ice tea, because you have

nothing but ice tea.
a. Negates everything except which precedes it

3. BAEULDERERA. (CEAZUNEREFRA. )

When you place it after a noun, it means something like ' I can only speak Japanese.

“only ___ " It's confusing though, because it is always
followed by a negative. It's like saying “only ____is not
” Or, I can speak nothing but Japanese. Of course, you can
- switch HAEE out with any language. Try it with your
own native language to say “I can speak nothing but

1. B3ETSITIULMNMINTLE S, ; ”
Now there’s nothing to do but that. '

L4, BEUNIREERA. (LS UNIREEEA. )
€393 is “to do (that).” UAV&ELY is LA plus the 1 can only speak English.

negative (720L)). You add the negative to the thing that

LY is attached to, and you have “nothing to do (but
that) That’s a good one if you are visiting Japan and don't

want to learn anything else.

5. RRCUNMIARZ ENBDERA. (RBICUNTAR
 ZENBDERA. )
. I have only lived in Nara.



.................................................................................

10, B(CIE HBULIBODERA. (DRLICE. LZEULD |
Or, I have not lived anywhere but Nara. :

 BDERA )
I have nothing but work. ;
6. HI—<AEULN. BUFEBA. (TDINELAEULN B
| ZUERA ) ’

Now that that's over, let’s next look at another particle

I play with no one but Koichi-kun. that is somewhat similar: 7Z(7.

You have noticed from the last couple examples that U
H can follow another particle too. That's A-okay!

7. SRAFTU—INSR UGB ERA. (ERFU—-L&DED
LU KHBFEE A )
I read nothing but mystery novels.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8. RZEUMREALFE A, (ZLWZEDULMETVWLDSUEE
Al )
We only hire those who have graduated from university.

.................................................................................

9. FMIBFRUNBAREEA. MEULEDPSOULHITERFER
Ao )
I eat nothing but vegetables.
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.................................................................................

{ T_;‘ 2 AEIHELELE. (DELEFLSSBELEL
[ & 7‘: )

. Only I attended.

This is kind of similar to U/, but where U is kind of

like a double negative, 7Z\F is more straight forward. #LJZWF = only I, or only me. What was the thing that
only I did? It was attend the thing.

a. A limit on something that is growing.

3EEOBODELE. (NEGEINDEURE. )
Usually translated as “only” or “just” or even “merely.” ' Nobody but him was saved.

There’s an amount, and now it is limited with /Z(7.
Although the two are somewhat different, most people

WET = ' im?
at a beginner or intermediate level will get more use out #7247 = only him. What happened to only him? He was

of 721+ compared to L. saved.
As you can see, 72T is very useful to place after all kinds

T —RUIFHFET. )
The only anime I watch is Disney.

You can also place a particle before the 7|7 too.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Of anime, it's 5 X——7=i that you watch. Only 4 BCRONBEITENIZEL, (BHEIOHIDESS
Disney.  BIFBK. )

. With you only I will confide my secret.

Now it's “to you only” instead of just “you only.” When
you put the particle before the 7217 it has a higher sense
of exclusiveness. I know that both of the translations
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would be “only you” but with (/21T it really feels like
it's really is only with you. You're special!

Here are some more examples. Try to figure out what is
“ only” and what happens to “ only.”

.................................................................................

5. BRIEZFFHMELTINZ LB TLWzDIC. (Blaf
CRIFELALTNBR EBEDTLEDIC, )
- I thought only you would trust me.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. FMCHMB T &G INRFTT., (DrRuUChh3dZ&
L F. SnrFTY. )
The only thing I understand is this.

7. BBEESE BEFEDHOLITY. (BPETTS
. BEREARAEDRITY, )

. After pouring the hot water, the only thing left is to wait
for three minutes.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8 WRREIDEDOWATZ. (DO &I DhT
)
Only she is my ally.



.................................................................................

\ 3. EOFH—E/ \SHAR. (EDTHVEEHAN L
& =AW

Which one is the most handsome?

This particle is similar to H* or H'\. Be sure to take a
look at those before reading this one to complete the The WH-question comes from which.
particle question marking Triforce.

4 BIEHEV? (FHEENEN?)
a. A sentence ender which indicates a wh-question ' Who the heck are you?

Kind of like /", 72U\ marks a question. But, it’s for wh-
questions (what, who, where, etc). It's also a particle
that tends to be used by males in male speech.

The WH-question comes from who.

As you can see we were a little liberal with the

translations (“where the heck are you”). This isn’t
L CNER—AREIRATZN? (SNE>WNDTZWRATZN?) . literally what the sentence is saying, but it gives off the
. What the heck is this? i same feeling and vibe. More casual, more abrasive,

more dude-full.

Here’s some more random examples.

L2, ETATOTUVEARINY (ETAVDTUIVEARUI?) | oo
 Where the heck were you? 5. ETITAFERERREN? (ETLVWIEBATAR :

.1 1 UY?) Where would be safe to go?

The WH-question comes from where.

6. CNTESEN?
How about this?



Maybe you noticed this, but 7Zu\ doesn’t follow a verb,
just nouns and na-adjectives. That being said, it does
follow verbs sometimes, but the verb has A, added to it.
When you add A to a verb, it becomes MT9, which is
kind of like turning a verb into a noun. It has been
nominalized.

Check out these examples.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7. BYBTANEWNVEVAIZN? (KD T BICIRTHNLE
LA ?)
If there's a point to this, please get to it.

.................................................................................

L 8. K5O TAAEEMBUTIARN? (ES52TITIEF
ATENAELEDLTBARN?)
. How do you study Japanese?

9. EOBEBALALN? (EDBEXBARAREN?)
. Which one did you choose?



The topic you're introducing is the idea of “marriage.”
{ D i } You’re wondering if it's actually a good thing or not.
3. BREDT. AEIEN EFR. (BT, FAED
LCSEALELEDTR. )
You are such a good lier.

There are two D T particles, and both come down to
casual speech (but are useful!).

a. Introduces a topic

The topic being introduced is “you” and the thing you're

It's almost like saying “speaking of ” + the thing saying about “you” is that “you are a good lier.”

you want to say about it. You are introducing ____asa

topic that you're talking about. 4. \ZHT>T. CIRICBELIDS AR,
_________________________________________________________________________________ So basketball was this much fun? :
L1 BB EMRED T AHEICHERD? (RBETEDSE

LD T BAESICBELRD?) *M\ """"""""""" e
 Is a hometown tax really worth it? L L5 BFEOT. YD DFAR. (TDIMKDT. ¥2DFA

e )

: Mathematics is really boring. 5
The topic is S\d = £#Fi > T, and in this sentence you

are introducing it. Then, you're saying something about

it (in this case, “is it really worth it?") You've maybe noticed that this o C is kind of like the

particle (&, which marks a topic. They are quite similar,
though o T is going to be more casual and emotive.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. MBS T, o (EDLWVWED? (P> ZAD T ™oIED
L LWED?)
Is marriage a good thing in the end?

Here are more examples:
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6. B2 T, HEWBD? (FHDT. HMULWLBD?)
. Do you have a boyfriend?

FU. (“Acat!” (he) said.). T is more casual /
colloquial, though, compared to the particle &.

One important thing to know about this particle is that it

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L7 FEEOT. EEEIFEREER LS., (SEEH-T. I doesn’t have to have the “said” verb in it. If there is no
BRIFEIATLTIELR, ) verb after the o, the “said” part is assumed. If the

. Children are innocent and cruel. verb is something else you definitely need to include it
S 1 Lo 10T o

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8. AED T ESLTISHELLMRVALSS, (LAE
LD TESLTIELLIRBVALRSS, )
Why doesn't the life go well?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1. BT, SHIFELRSD T, (3BT, T2£5EHER
L 35T, )
Haruko said she will be late today.

.................................................................................

1 9. BEDT. B&2EEDOTBENA. (FEH>T
L B&DENMDDTBEN. )
: Masami is a bit strange.

2. PAY., BRERDBARLED T, (FAY. BZHDPHBA
L 2D T )
He said he will quit the club activity.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L 10. @80T, BEEBSARBD? (L&STOT. BLILPE
L ARD?) :
+ Is Shogo a doctor?

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3 EK, FAUNICEETBARST, (HEE, FAUR
LICDWSIHLKITBARL DT, )
Misaki said she will got to America to study.

b. A casual quotation marker

This is a shortened version of the particle &, when & is
used to quote something. For example: TRZ ! ] &L
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..................................................................................................................................................................

L4, R, $IEICITHRLD T, (DB, £5BIACL I heard that that family ran away at night because of the

ARV T, ) . debt.

Tatsuo said he won't go to the kindergarten. SRR |
9. ORI, BETBARLDT. (BOMNLP. EDFA
|5 RBOSA. /(= MADIZAED T, (OKESAL /A=K | [ TBARDT, )

FUSZAIZD T, ) I heard that that company will go on banckrupt. .
Ms. Higuchi said she started a part-time job.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

L 10, EEE. PEVEANCTHBOEAL DT, (RAED. HH5
L WFWCAICRSTRARS T, )
- I heard that Endo became a comedian.

With the right context, > C can be used for hearsay too.
It's like saying “Someone said that---” You’re not quoting
anyone specific, but you’re quoting something you
heard.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6. ZETA. EXUNHEEDTEATED T, (TFESTA.
DB L UL SIS AR DT, )
I heard Mr. Sugihara won the lottery.

.................................................................................

7. BHATA. BERICEHCRORARL DT, (A, &
i5%;5tth%h[@3thﬁofo)
I heard Mr. Tada was transferred to Tokyo.

8. BTTORME. BETERIFEST. (HTIDHEL,
U DFATRICITIZED T, )



L4 WSBBRITHE, TRSSVRITBIESS. (WBEHEFE
L XTE. JRALSBVWREIFBRESS, )
Even you can make rice, can't you?

a. Even

TH is the T-form of TY (T) plus the particle &.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Trying to break the particle down this way would get 5. FEETHEENBLDTEFTERE, (CEETEE

confusing, though. Just think of it as “even.” As in: N<SLDT EFTEBE, )
_________________________________________________________________________________ Even a child can do such a thing. :
1. CO>3av hIETOTJINIT7—TEHUL,. (2D

 S3y MNETOTLTZ—TEETHLL. ) g O
. This shot is difficult even for a professional golfer. L1 6. CARBRIMNRTE. ABRIZTOTHESDS. (CA

T REFARLESEESTE, BNPBEXEEETHE
_________________________________________________________________________________ L 3. )

L2 AR, AT+ T AE—H—THBRIEL, LT will protect you even in such a dangerous situation. :
C(CABBARWN FAFAT - AB—H—TEEERL T

7. BERBEVRTE. WO EEFHDD. (BATDM
L LVBTE. O EEFHD. )
Even a calm pet dog sometimes bites.

This kind of question won't be answered even by a
| native speaker.

3. BRIRTBERNDIMNB. (FABANTBOFADD | (77 R
B ) L 8. EBTH. MRICRBTEEHB. (LWL TE T&>

X (CRBTEEHB. )
Even a doctor becomes sick.

. There are divergent opinions even by a number of
. experts.
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This particle is also often combined with WH-words.
When this happens, it changes that WH-word into the
“any” version of it.

fi] — fATE — Anything

# — 5#TH — Anyone

EZ > EZTH — Anywhere
Etcetera.

So you'll see things like:

9. ENTHETESSL !
. Anyone can do it!

10, BATELNTT &,
. Anything is fine.

11, ETTERT !
. Anywhere door!

That last one is the door that Doraemon makes that can
take them anywhere. Too imba if you ask me.



.................................................................................

7-~ 4 NOMEBFICHMBR | (OEDEDEN>TICEDS
d\ )
Don’t touch people’s things as you please.

a. Negative marker

5. BRECLRRLCTIR ! (TRETEEECTBRI)
This essentially means “don’t do.” It's a piece of Don't worry about the past!
masculine speech that’s put after a verb to negate it.

You're also giving an order / asking someone not to do
that thing It is fairly casual though. You wouldn’t want to use this

with someone fancy / equal to or above you in social
rank, so save it for when you’re a little angry or wanting
to look down on someone a little bit. Or with family or

It's all in the examples:

e NS =1

1L BRARSEBR | (DARSDBR!) |

- Don't drive if you drink!
e 6. BDERTED T BIR! (ULRAZERTIDTDR!) :
_________________________________________________________________________________ . Don't sell yourself short. |
2. BLVDDESCEZELDIR! (BLWDDWSTEZEL

AUBIRT) """"
' Don't trust what he says! 7 AV I '

. Don't gamble!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3 BERICERDTZA | (U ESBWDICUMATN T | (7
LB 8. BRI (EMCTBR!) :

. Don't look down on me.

Don't fell asleep in the class!
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9. MBI (DRATBI!)
. Don't let your guard down.

10. EVERI B! (LWWWDIFFTBRT)
Don't excuse!
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2. BEIDTIYSTOLWDDRERS | (BFEIXD2TIYSTL)
LW DIERRRSD )
You are such a nice person, aren’t you!

{53 )

Don’t get this confused with 7& (though sometimes 744
can be written as 7%, or 7&%). /& is like some kind of

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. h—TJIoTEAEBCIIDERS | (h—TI95TEFA

order (don’t smoke!), 73 is on the other side of the
spectrum.

a. Exclamatory. Wonder.

This one is really hard to explain and translate. It gives a
sentence an exclamatory tone. Sometimes it is searching
for agreement from the person you're talking to. Other
times it is expressing a sense of wonder. It's a lot like 13
in a lot of ways, but 1 is a little too far on the
“searching for agreement” side of things. I think it’s best

LD 1)
Tofugu is super useful!

These first three lean towards “searching for
agreement.” It's really warm today, isn’t it? I guess, if
you say Sso.

Number 3 could also have been an exclamation though.
It just depends on the context.

.................................................................................

to just look through a lot of sentences. You'll see what I 4, EBEASTHRBRS | (OEHFSTADTHDUNLE

mean. The translations are more like “the feeling of the o)

sentence” instead of a literal translation, because 733 is Hitomi is so pretty!

kind of untranslatable. T
................................................................................. This one leans toward “a sense of wonderment.” Wow,

1. SHEABCHOENMVES ! (FLDEEAESCHD
L TEMVRS )

It's really warm today, isn't it!

that Hitomi, so pretty.

5. BABELLSD | (FWICBUOFERKLHSG )
I'm bored every day!



L 6. —. BIATECR D! (B—. DHCVETRR
1)
Aww, I want to go to the sea!

7. COY—ARBHELBL VG |
. This game is so fun!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L 8. BAEOTHULLVRS | (ICEAT>TLIHLLVR
B !)
Japanese is very difficult!

Did you catch that? We used o C, that particle you just
learned.

9 RHESTELWWAS | (DESDoTEDOULLEE 1)
Cooking is very fun!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

10, AED TRATRE KRS | (LABWD TRIIANEK
R 1) :
. Life is unfair!

94

These last six examples are more exclamatory. You're
making an exclamation. That being said, they could lean
this way or that depending on the context.

723dp is supposedly masculine speech, though I think
more and more girls are using it nowadays. Soon I it
won't be masculine speech anymore. Just plain neutral.
But, female speech does have a similar particle: H/&. It
shares that feeling of wonderment, but it also has that
“searching for agreement” thing going for it.



~ «» You get your news from other sources as well, but these
{ fd & } are probably the main ones. These are the ones worth
mentioning. Everything else is just 7& &,

3. AFUTTIE O-IWTALOVIREATOIESEN

- o heond of a | i<t of  BOET, ((FUTTE O-PTALIYIRELCND |
you put this onto the end of a list (even a list of one R ERBNET. ) :

thing), it’s like you're saying “etcetera” or “and so on” or P
just plain saying that there are other things on that list
but you're not going to list them. The listener will have
to guess what those things are via context.

a. Etcetera and so on

In Italy, I've been Rome and Firenze (among other
. places).

You went to other cities besides Rome and Firenze, but
they’re not worth listing. You get the picture.

.................................................................................

1 By A—PSOE—REDIR—YMMFETT, (Hv

PPSIERBEOAR—YHTETT. ) R s s

1 like sports like soccer and rugby (among other things). | 4 WL DERE(C(E. RYMEIRENES N> TWFE U, :

e (DDLU EDARITE, SPED LRERE S TS
CUTE. )

I like soccer, I like rugby--- but, I don't like only those

) _ _ . Her room was scattered with clothes and magazines
things, there are other things that I like too. '

. (among other things).

2. Za—RAIFFEPFLERETHERLET., (Z1—X
CEUABRADTLERETHKICAULET, ) 5. ZOAL—ICE FRPASIREDHFRNMAODTNET . |
. 1 check the news on newspapers and TV (among other (COHL—I(CIE. TeFEREFPICAUAREDELAN(END
: things). L TTWET, ) :

- In this curry, there are vegetables such as onions and
carrots (among other things).
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..................................................................................................................................................................

6. R — MRERESDENTY., (RIPJ—MEE | 9. JO—Fr— MOUMLBERL BRREERT 3TN TS

 ENDDENTY, ) L UEY. (JO—Fv— MOUMLBE EEREFRT RS HL
I'll buy pens and notes (among other things). IBRIZENTEZET, )
STTTTTTIIIIIIiniiiiiieisisssiiiiniiiisissssoossseeest Yoy can make flowcharts and UML and various other
FTTSTTeInIiieniiiniiiiiiiiiiiiciiiccen D charts, 5
L 7. COKIRERIC(E, BWEIRENNET . (TOFTUNZ I § ’
AICE SR USREPNET, ) et :
. In this aquariums, there are sharks and whales (among 10. 2D/ —KN)WIOTE ROSHRETHENET . (ZD !
. other things). L= NYOME WAL RRETDONNET, ) '
. T use this laptop at home and work (among other

places).

You may have noticed, all of these lists use ¥ instead of
&. Why is that? Because a 1° list doesn't list everything
(there are other things not being listed). A & list lists
everything. Because we're using /& &, all the sentences
have lists that are incomplete, so you have to use 1°.

8. ABDRA, FECREEEREELTUET. T
L DOME ESUEPRODDAL & SREZLTNET, )
On my days off, I read and watch movies (among other
things).
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{ [ EHD ]

a. The only thing or action that exists

Whatever (7D comes after, it is suggesting that that's
the only thing or action that exists. But, it's not as
simple as that, and actually somewhat flexible in its
variety. There are multiple ways to use (Eh'D. Let’s
break them down.

.................................................................................

2. BES—ADENDBATVNET. (FNCES—X(E
 MDFERTVET, )

I only eat ramen every day.

S—A2(EMD = only ramen. That's all you eat every
day. You should probably go get a colonoscopy.

.................................................................................

3. LWDEBREDT EFENDEZITNET.
 DTEFPONABITNET, )
. I always think about you.

(WDEHRE

With nouns and adjectives, you know that thing is only
that thing. XAD(EHND means “only convenient” (and
NOthiNg €lSe. e
4 BREIENDEDSDELLBVEK. (KBENMDVDSDEK
<R, )

It's not good to complain all the time.

1. ZTEVBOEAZIEN DL,
. People here are all otakus.

A5 0(EMD = only otaku. So that means there are only <B5EMMD = only complaints.

otaku here.
Let’s look at some adjectives too. Same sort of deal.

. 5. BEFEMNBWVNENDTZ.  (MhEErEMrNEND T, )
(The only good thing about him) is that he’s tall.
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.................................................................................

9. BOFRABLTENDNS, (BOZELTELTED
DB, )
The only thing she is doing is working.

When (EH'D is used with a past tense verb, it means
that that thing just happened, but there wasn’t much
time that has passed between when that thing happened
and now (when you're saying the words).

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

.................................................................................

6. MF=HRCROEENDTY. (helideAlvo 10. BEQBEERTENDNSB, (MULNIHHHEHTIED !
 ENCBORENDTT, ) IR TAY- ) ’
I just turned 30 years old. All Reika does is look in the mirror.

.................................................................................

7. BEEZH>ZEMDTT., (FEEFZEZDZEMD
L DTY, )
I just cut my facial hair.

Note that there is something different about this pattern
compared to the others. You have to follow (/5D with
LD or LYET to make it work.

..................................................................................................................................................................

e 11, FacebookZ RTIEN' D WS DIEHDEEAT T .
8. ZDARUFRESRENDTY. (RORIFE&HokE | | (FacebookZEHTIENDNBDELHADDRETY, )
DT, ) Looking at Facebook all the time is a waste of time.

That paint was just applied.

Finally, if you add (E/H'D to a present tense verb, you

Then, when you add (£H'D to T-form, you're saying could be saying that that’s all there is to something:
that’s all that’s happening. RNT(ED'O means “onty
eating” 12, WHEBICDKED DB AETEBDER A (LWL

L T EICDLKENDRUARNTIEBDEEA. ) Obtaining
a good job is not the only thing in life.
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16, BICTRRIEND <NRLD ? (BHUSICUHAE,IDL |
LRV ?) '
Could you give me around two hours?

Or, you're saying that something is in a ready state. The
only action that exists is to do what is described in that
verb. BARB(EMD (ready to eat).

13, BEEFTY— REBARBENDTY. (BEEFTH—hz |
L IERBIEND T, ) :
All that's left is to eat dessert.

As you can see, there’s a lot of ways to use (dH5'D. So,
make sure you get familiar with them all. In general,
though, it's going to be mostly the definition that
involves only one action or thing existing, with a couple
When (EH\D is placed after an amount, it becomes exceptions.

“about __ " If this seems weird then good, I'm not

the only one thinking that.

14, BE=AENDABLTNBLN, (KBFESAL |
@D ESnLTNIERLD, ) :
Could you please make arrangements for around three

i cars?

L 15, PILIA MAZABDEDRBRVATE.  (ZILNA M
L EDEMDIEDRVALR. ) ;
We're short by about two people for the part time job.
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A\ §
{ ‘E t } To the extent of bacon ___ . There is nothing that

tastes good to the extent that bacon tastes good.

a. to the extent of / as much as Try to break up the next few sentences. One part is the
extent, and the other part is the information about that
This particle shows the extent to which something extent.

happens or exists. For example “I ate so much that I
threw up” or “I ran so much that I fell over.” You have
the extent of something, and you have what happens
because you've reached that state.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. BOEFTIVEEDEFEAEBLLL. (BOEFILENDE
L EMDNL IR, )
That model is not as cute as people say.

.................................................................................

L CNEFESEBVBREBRIEC SN, (TNEERELS
LW VHNEHTET ENRLN, )
I've never seen such an interesting movie.
T SSILLLL LTI L LT L L L e IR PEEL LSRRI CLLLLee TR P LR TEHFEEUMNDE. (LBEFESINULMDTIZ. ) '
I was so happy that I could die.

CNIFE = “as much as this.” Or “to this extent.” When
you add EmBEV\MEZE = Z EM7R0) to it, you are saying

that you haven't seen this interesting of a movie. To the extent that I would die, I was happy. Not literally,
Another way to say it: To “this extent” (Z11(F<&), you of course. This is just something people might say when
haven’t seen a movie this interesting. they’re really happy. Actually, I hear it quite a bit, so it

might be worth depositing into your little memory bank.

.............................................................................................

2. R=OVEEEHRLVEDEFRL.  (R—OZEFEBLL
L WBDFR, )
' There is nothing that tastes better than bacon.
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. CCONL—(F EEEBEECEBSLL, (ZTOH 9. BEERREL/GTORN. BESLRFREEE

L—(E L&DEEBEFRETESLL. ) L EITTLRLY, )
The curry of this restaurant is so wonderful it could get My younger brother isn't as bald as our dad yet. :
. an award. T STRTTSTTRRR

.................................................................................
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L 10. XEARE CEFEOEEEHETEBL. (RALLD
BN CERBEOREFEENATATRR, ) '
+ Writing is not as easy as I thought it would be.

Bz &B(FE = to the extent that it could get an award
FIES LU = it is wonderful.

.................................................................................

6. ISEEENM O ZVVARWRN. (TSFEEE,MD W The pattern is really quite simple. If these sentences are
WOERLVELY. ) too complicated you can shorten it up for practice.
Nobody is cooler than Brad Pitt. '

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" (F&

7. 2OV EELFERN. (2N EHEBL

FEPTU ) BZBRASN3EEEMNHDO/Z — So hungry I could eat
+ This computer is astonishingly cheap. a horse.

BUFEFEWLWY —  Faster is good / faster is better

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8. AMBKESM<RL.  (DRELEVED EEELETR
U, )
I'm not as skinny as my younger sister.

TENERD B (ZFEMENBLVZ — I'm so thirsty I could
drink mud.

Play around with (F&E and see what you can
come up with on your own.
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{ b } 4 COMBAGHHBERSD, (ZOFLLFICAZHT |

L DEBEDIN, )
I think this song will be popular.

a. A sentence ender particle that softens a

Statement
5. COmEERBOIE LS IZERDD. (TODHAEDE

Usually used by female speakers, this sentence ender Fo35FEL L\ oT=EBESD, )

asserts something--- but not very assertively. In fact, the ' I think this interview went well. :

1 serves to soften any assertiveness to make it feel

kinder and nicer. So, think of it as a very weak assertion.

_________________________________________________________________________________ 6. FMFRHTED.  (DIZLRIBAZVED, )

LgERINBD. (MMEDPNBD. ) . ldisagree.
. I'll break up with him. '

.................................................................................

L 7. RBTBH R T BEEIED. (ZB33H50\ED%E

You're making the assertion that you will break up with FIRIUMAEED. )
him. With that 1D there it sounds a little less scary, It's about time to do the dishes.
though still assertive.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L 8. BAFERZZDID (SBATVBERBDSD, ([FAICAR
L ERTOBIEDICORBATVNB ESEDD, )
I think that the suspect is still around here.

2. RRICBIo#I D,  (BBEHCO>TID. )
. I'll move to Osaka.

.................................................................................

| 3. FEHADAZECEWVRWWD, (559w 5CADLHE(ICS
ALV, )
+ This must be done by an alien.

L 9. D TLEDIEIBEAEL RV, (BRS2ZVEDIEFTE
P NTZL IR, )
. I don't want to eat something oily.



10, BREDESTEFECSNBUD. (BREDNST
L FLALBNIRLD, )
: I can't believe the things you say.

All of these are assertions of some kind. It's hard to tell
because it's text and we don’t have the context or tone
of voice, but you can assume that they are weak-to-
medium level assertions. In person the feeling of these
sentences becomes more clear. For now, just imagine it.
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— FE(\HZ# = “especially on cold days.” Or, “on cold days
{ ‘ % } in particular.” The emphasis is on that part that the Z%
is attached to.

3L EAWNENB TR, REFIIETINEDRE., (st
WD TR, bizLizsidccErTcaneni. )
Because he was with us, we were able to come this far.

a. Emphasizes a word or phrase

That's not much of a description, huh? You’'ll see what I
mean in the examples, but it's kind of like saying “____in
particular,” as in “this book, in particular (Z%), is good.”
The thing that &% comes after is being emphasized as The important part was him being here. If he wasn't, the
being almost special or unique in some way. second part of the sentence wouldn’t be possible. That's

why the emphasis is placed on that first part.

.................................................................................

1. CARKECRE, COREFONER., (CAREEZE. |
L CDFAELONRER, ) LA RCR(EHBHICRIILTHE D, (DFETZEE2WC
' It is time when you should read this book. . BLWISLTaES. )
e T definitely succeed next time.

CAIREFCZ = this time in particular. It emphasizes this

phrase. Really if you add “in particular” to whatever &% Next time. Especially next time. I am going to succeed.

is attached to it usually works out pretty well, though

sometimes gets a little awkward. 5L BULDS TR, PRERAHBZOR. (BIhLLNSS
_________________________________________________________________________________ LT PBENTROR. )
2. BVHCZE BABLLL.  (SDVODTZE. BABSLY . Since it's difficult, I get motivated.
UL ) T
. Especially on a cold day, hot pot tastes good. Because it’s difficult. That part in particular is why I get
"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" motivated.

104



6. BIREDATE. BWoRBESRD? (BRIEDEST
L. BOEIRBESIRD?)
+ Instead of me, you should apologize me.

The emphasis is being put back on you. You in particular
should be the one apologizing.

7. 2552% AECEHSITIVET, (TE5ZT. F
CAESICHBONESTENET. )
I am the one who should be thanking you.

This is a good set phrase (Z55C%). It's like saying
“no, it's me (who should ___).” It comes up a lot, but
mostly comes up with saying you should be the one
doing the thanking.

CZ % is one of those Japanese words that is difficult to
translate in a way that doesn’t come out sounding weird.
But, as long as you understand the feeling behind Z %,
that’s what's important.
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{ é } And this one.

A ERBSECPNBZE, (MBSSHEPNBE, )

a. A sentence ender that turns a phrase into an : \
. He'll do well.

assertion.
This is typically used in male speech. It makes the Okay, I'm going to stop writing things between the
depends on context and how you say it. The amount of just something you use at the end of a sentence, and it
assertion really ranges from very not assertive to quite sounds good because you sound more assertive.

assertive, which can’t be shown very well in text format.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. COTODTIMNIESEEMT RS, (CoTOSTY

LEDLALRE., (BOLRVLEDIRE, ) L bEEoLEVTSTRE. )
* You'll be just fine. .1 This project will surely succeed.
Not much to explain here. It's just an assertion. 6. CARTE, TEOTRWCRESTVBE, (TART
_________________________________________________________________________________ &L TEOTRVCEFO TN, )
2. EELVE,  (BARLRLE, ) . I'm pretty sure I can't do such a thing.

No problem.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. ESUTBEAILBARTEEDEDE? (ESLTH
Same with this one. C BEAICHDAIRT EVNDTEDE?)
. Why did you tell mom such a thing?

3. DERVE, (LAIRUWRNWE, )
- Don't worry about it. :

106



.................................................................................

L 8. BUIDEAACRDZDSE, (BLWDEHERTHRDIZD
L=, )
That kiddo became an adult too.

flexibility in assertiveness is what makes this particle
difficult to put your finger on. For now just know that
this range exists.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L9, BOEICBNTRIBN 2 EDE, (K BFEDOMNFICHh<
 NTHARH DD, )
I couldn't see it because it hiding in the car’s shadow.

.................................................................................

L 10. ZOBEREIIEAS(CAD TN SEEICHENBN D ZDE,
- (ROUDARRBICENS TEDSTADIC TN S
D, )

. I couldn't answer the phone because I was taking a

© bath.

Note that = is going to be used in informal speech, so
don’t use it around anyone you don’t really know /
around people who are higher on the pecking order than
you are.

The range on the amount of assertion being asserted is
hard to calculate as well. But, if someone’s being really
angry voiced and loud, you can probably guess they are
trying to be extra assertive. That being said, if they have
a really soft voice and are looking off into the distance,
maybe they’re not being that assertive at all. The
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) 4 RICHBE | (RTICTEE!)
. We're going on a trip!

a. A sentence ender particle that emphasizes the Hope, joy, excitement!
emotion in the phrase.

5. HOS—HRET | (9IS —PERT!)
Typically used by males, the emotion that is being The taxi came over! :
emphasized depends on the emotion that’s being placed

into the phrase.

1. 5>BDOAICKITIEE ! (o>BDEFSICITITFEZE!) o _’_’ """ _ ‘I—’—"I
He ran away to over there! : 6. L.(_O)%E.Hztjgfb\% L (;;@@'b(ijib\% : ) '

. The sushi of this restaurant is delicious!

2. REBHOBELT | (FASBEXORECALE ) | o e o F AT | (A A e
. Everything is your responsibility! L 7.RECESNEStENE ! (BABWCHSNESY

_________________________________________________________________________________ CENE D)
It would be troublesome if a teacher saw us!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. EDSBERCHEFESORETRET L (BASESI |

 HETEVDZEFTRE L)  Worry.

That's why I told you to stop!

Last couple emphasize the anger in the phrase.
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.................................................................................

L 8. COEMIIEEENE | (TOICHEDEIF>2TESIHEL
LZE)
This package is quite heavy!

O HDRIZT ! (PNpERT!)
. Someone is coming!

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

L 10. SET. BT ICREREE ! (TADWLT. B0 !
LCEoRVNCENSRE L) '
This is definitely the last time!

It's going to be used in informal speech, so be careful
not to use it in the wrong places and with the wrong
people.

If you're a dude, and you want to emphasize the

emotion you’re trying to project, throw a € onto the end
of your sentence. Everyone will think you’re super cool.
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Thanks for reading!

I hope this was helpful. If you can go through all the
example sentences, break them down, and understand
them, you'll definitely come out with a lot more
knowledge of Japanese particles. The first step is
understanding how they work. From there you can get
to a point where you can actually use them.

More Resources:

If you are interested in grammar and particles, and want
some more, there are some neat books and resources
out there. Here's a few that I used as a reference for this
ebook.

- BPEA - BhEHEAIDEEE (in Japanese)

- A Dictionary of Basic Japanese Grammar

- Making Sense Of Japanese

- Japanese Sentence Patterns for Effective
Communication

- A Dictionary of Japanese Particles
HARADIZSHDEARZESEAFR] (in Japanese)
EREAARFESCE (in Japanese)
RRINEFEAFEEES 1 —/JL (in Japanese)
- Wikipedia: Japanese Particles
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Learning Japanese?

Check out our other resources:

WaniKani: Learn ~1700 kanji and ~5,000 vocabulary
words in about a year.

TextFugu: An online Japanese textbook for self-learners.
Recommended Japanese Resources: A list of our
favorite Japanese resources, all in one place.

4500 Japanese Sentences: Translate these sentences,
level up your Japanese.



http://www.amazon.co.jp/%E5%8A%A9%E8%A9%9E%E3%83%BB%E5%8A%A9%E5%8B%95%E8%A9%9E%E3%81%AE%E8%BE%9E%E5%85%B8-%E6%A3%AE%E7%94%B0-%E8%89%AF%E8%A1%8C/dp/4490107277
http://www.tofugu.com/reviews/a-dictionary-of-japanese-grammar/
http://www.tofugu.com/reviews/making-sense-of-japanese/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1568364202/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=1568364202&linkCode=as2&tag=tofugu08-20&linkId=52QE66SVJGR3OMOU
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/156836542X/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=390957&creativeASIN=156836542X&linkCode=as2&tag=tofugu08-20&linkId=NU7ZIWDZS5DXF7UR
http://www.amazon.co.jp/dp/406288173X/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_dp_ss_2?pf_rd_p=187205609&pf_rd_s=lpo-top-stripe&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_i=4469012866&pf_rd_m=AN1VRQENFRJN5&pf_rd_r=0Q0QZG61A1AV8CPCAKXG
http://www.amazon.co.jp/dp/4874240666/ref=pd_lpo_sbs_dp_ss_1?pf_rd_p=187205609&pf_rd_s=lpo-top-stripe&pf_rd_t=201&pf_rd_i=4469012866&pf_rd_m=AN1VRQENFRJN5&pf_rd_r=0Q0QZG61A1AV8CPCAKXG
http://www.coelang.tufs.ac.jp/mt/ja/gmod/contents/explanation/053.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Japanese_particles
http://wanikani.com
http://textfugu.com
http://www.tofugu.com/learn-japanese/
http://store.tofugu.com/shop/4500-japanese-sentences



